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SUMMARY 
Traffic reached the highest July traffic level for the last five years in July 2014 with an increase of 2% on July 2013. 
 
Following the MH17 crash on 17 July, existing airspace and route closures in the north-east of Ukraine were extended from ground to unlimited.  This 
development shifted many traffic flows normally using Ukrainian airspace to neighbouring airspaces, resulting in significant increases in Bulgaria, 
Romania and Turkey and a sharp drop in Ukraine, Moldova and (to a lesser extent) Armenia.  
 
Adverse weather conditions and capacity and staffing shortages spread over several ACCs resulted in high delays. Overall, total ATFM delays 
increased by 54.3% compared to July 2013. Increase in en-route ATFM delays was 39.8% while the Airport ATFM delays were almost doubled 
(93.8%). 
 
Highlights included: 

 Significant en-route capacity (ATC) shortages in Warsaw, Reims, Barcelona, Brest and Marseille ACCs.  
 Adverse weather in Karlsruhe, Barcelona, Maastricht, Warsaw, Langen and Paris ACCs as well as Frankfurt, London Heathrow, Amsterdam 

and Zurich airports. 
 Reduced capacity in Nicosia due to Israeli military operations.  
 Reduced capacity in Zagreb ACC on two days as a result of equipment failures due to flooding and electrical storms. 
 Congestion in Ankara ACC due to increased traffic demand after Ukrainian closure and the ongoing need to provide increased separation on 

Iraqi border. 
 Closure of Libyan airspace. 
 Madrid Barajas became fully implemented A-CDM on 17 July. 

 
The average en-route delay per flight in July was 1.09 min/flt, which is above the monthly guideline* value of 0.97 min/flt. The average en-route delay 
per flight in 2014 to date is 0.68 min/flt which is above the corresponding guideline value of 0.48 min/flt. 
 
* NM’s calculation that provides the guideline en-route delay (min) requirements to achieve the annual target (0.5 min/flight) 
 
 

1. TOTAL TRAFFIC 

Traffic increased by 2.0% in July 2014 compared to July 2013, just above 
the high forecast for July. The trend shows a continuous recovery in traffic 
that dates back to April 2013. 

Similar to June 2014, traffic in July 2014 was highest of the last five years. 

2. ATFM DELAYS 

Average ATFM delay per flight increased from 1.09 mins/flt in July 2013 to 
1.65 min/flt in July 2014.  

En-route capacity (ATC) (31%), en-route weather (25.1%), airport weather 
(18.6%) and airport capacity (10.2%) were the main causes of network 
delay in July. 
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These are the top 20 delay generating locations for the reporting month with respect to ATFM delays. Figures are the average daily delays in 
minutes for the individual locations. Pink dashes (Year-To-Date - YTD) indicate their average daily ATFM delay since the beginning of the 
year.  

 Warsaw ACC had the highest delays in July 2014 mainly due to en-route capacity (ATC), thunderstorm activity and en-route staffing.  
 Karlsruhe was strongly affected by seasonal weather (thunderstorms) throughout the month.  
 Barcelona, Reims, Brest, Marseille, Maastricht, Langen, Paris and London ACCs generated delays due to en-route capacity (ATC) and 

seasonal weather: thunderstorms, turbulence and rain.  
 Nicosia ACC generated significant delays attributed to military activity (Israeli military operations).  
 Frankfurt, London Heathrow, Amsterdam, Geneva, London Gatwick and Zurich airports were impacted by adverse weather.  
 Environmental constraints at Zurich airport continued to cause delays.  
 Athens ACC generated delays due to en-route (ATC) and en-route staffing (ATC).  
 Delays in Zagreb ACC were due to en-route weather and to disruptions due to power supply issues following flooding and lightning strikes at 

the ACC.  
 Ankara ACC generated delays due to a) increased longitudinal separation at the Iraqi border and b) on loading caused by the re-routed traffic 

avoiding Ukrainian airspace.   

3. EN-ROUTE ATFM DELAY MONITORING  

Reporting month: In July, the average en-route delay per flight in the NM 
area was 1.09 min/flt, which is above the corresponding monthly guideline* 
value of 0.97 min/flt.  
Year to date: The average en-route delay per flight in the NM area in 2014 
to date is 0.68 min/flt which is above the corresponding guideline value of 
0.48 min/flt. 

After a significant improvement in the last months, Nicosia ACC is back 
with the highest en-route delay per flight but stayed below its year to date 
average in July.  

Warsaw ACC exceeded its year to date delay average.   

 

En-route ATFM delays in 2014 are higher than the corresponding levels in 
2013 for the following reasons, in conjunction with :  

 High En-route Capacity (ATC) and En-route Staffing (ATC) delays 
in Nicosia, Warsaw, Maastricht, Reims, Marseille, Barcelona, Brest, 
London, Athens, Langen and Karlsruhe ACCs.  

 Exceptional ATC disruptions due to French industrial action in 
January, March, May and June. 

 En-route Events delays generated by Warsaw ACC (PEGASUS 21 
ATM system implementation) and Langen ACC (Paperless Strip 
System (PSS) implementation).  

 En-route disruptions in Maastricht, Karlsruhe, Madrid, Langen, 
London and Barcelona ACCs due to the ATC French industrial 
action and in Ankara ACC due to the increased longitudinal 
separation on Iraqi border. 

 

                                                           
* NM’s calculation that provides the guideline en-route delay (min) requirements to achieve the annual target (0.5 min/flight). 
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