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 European flights increased by 3.2% in 
September, reaching the highest monthly 
growth rate in 2016. Friday 9 September was 
the busiest day ever in the European sky with 
34,483 flights. Preliminary data for October 
show an increase of 2.6% in flights on October 
2015. 

 Updated seven-year forecast is for 2.7% more 
flights for Europe in 2016, mostly unchanged 
compared with the February forecast. 2017 is 
expected to see a flight growth of 1.4%, a 
downward revision including the impact of the 
Brexit vote. 

 In its updated global passenger growth 
forecast, IATA expects 7.2 billion passengers 
in 2035 almost doubling the 3.8 billion 
projected in 2016. 

 Oil prices were at 2016 high and averaged 
€47per barrel in October.  
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EUROCONTROL Statistics and Forecasts 

 
European flights (ECAC – European Civil Aviation Conference area) increased by 3.2% in 
September 2016 compared with September 2015 and reached the highest monthly growth 
rate in 2016. Friday 9th September was the busiest day ever with 34,483 flights. Preliminary 
data for October show an increase of 2.6% in flights on October 2015 (Figure 1). 
 
In September, seven states added individually more than 100 flights (excluding overflights) 
per day to the European network, with UK (+358 daily flights) and Spain (+348 daily flights) 
being the top contributors to growth of local traffic, followed by Italy (+177 daily flights), 
Germany (+165 daily flights), Greece (+132 daily flights), France (+111 daily flights) and 
Portugal (excl. Azores) (+105 daily flights). In all, 13 states contributed more than 50 
additional daily flights to the network. Traffic levels in Turkey were declining at a slower 
rate from an average decrease of 17% during the June-August period to a decrease of 
14% in September, but the state saw nevertheless 270 fewer daily flights compared with 
September 2015 (Figure 2).  
 

Low-cost was the strongest market segment and the main driver of growth with an increase 
of 7.8% on September last year. The traditional scheduled segment reached its highest 
monthly growth rate since January and was up 4.1% in September. The business aviation 
segment improved and recorded a growth rate of 1.3%. The all-cargo segment increased 
by 0.7%. Charter was the weakest market segment in September and was down 20% on 
September last year, a decrease partly due to two airline failures and airlines filing a 
different flight type compared to the same month last year.  
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The top five airlines adding the most departure flights to the network on a daily basis in 
September 2016 (vs. September 2015) were all low-cost operators: Ryanair (+207 flights), 
easyJet (+101 flights), Wizz Air (+49 flights), Vueling (+39 flights) and Flybe (+35 flights). 
 
In September 2016 (vs. September 2015), the top three extra-European partners in 
average daily flights on flows in both directions were the United States (1,080 flights, up 
7%), the Russian Federation (849 flights, down 14%) and Israel (348 flights, up 10%). 
Traffic flows between Europe and Tunisia were up 4% compared with September last year 
to 135 daily flights on average, recovering progressively from the June 2015 terrorist 
attack. The size of the decrease of traffic flows between Europe and Egypt reduced from 
an average of -35% since January to -32% in September (139 flights per day). 
 
Comprehensive statistics on flights (historical and forecast) are available from the 
STATFOR dashboard (EUROCONTROL, October).  

Figure 1: Monthly European Traffic and Forecast (based on the 7-year forecast Sep16). 

 

Figure 2: Main changes to traffic on the European network in September 2016. 

http://www.eurocontrol.int/statfor/sid
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Based on data from airlines for delays from all causes, the average departure delay per 
flight in September 2016 was 10 minutes compared with11 minutes in September 2015. 
Further analysis of the delay reasons shows that reactionary delay decreased by 0.7 
minutes per flight. Airline delay fell to 3 minutes per flight, however ATFM en-route delay 
increased. The percentage of delayed flights on departure (>=5 minutes) remained stable 
at 43% when compared with September 2015 (Figure 3) The French ATC industrial action 
between 14 and 15 September generated airport and en-route ATFM delays. The most 
affected airports were Marseille and Paris Orly. NM estimated there were 900 fewer flights 
during the action. An emergency landing at London Heathrow on 9 September and a 
frequency failure in Brussels ACC on 15 September generated ATFM delays at these 
airports (EUROCONTROL, October). 
 
 
The update of the Seven-Year Forecast of Flight Movements 2016-2022 is for 2.7% (±0.4 
percentage point) more flights for Europe (ECAC) in 2016 (detail per state in Figure 4) and 
remains mostly unchanged compared with the forecast published in February.  
 
Since the forecast published in February 2016, the economic outlook for EU was 
negatively affected by the UK decision to vote for leave the EU in June 2016. Following the 
fear of terrorist attacks in Egypt, Tunisia, and Turkey, a strong shift in tourism has been 
observed overall towards Iberia and Greece. Based on previous experience, it is expected 
that recovery in Egypt, Tunisia and Turkey will take some time. The various airspace 
blockages (eg. Eastern Ukraine, Syria, Libya), which have significantly changed the traffic 
patterns in South-Eastern Europe since the second half of 2014, are still in place. On top of 
that, the ban on flights between Russia and Turkey, not only generated some additional 
traffic patterns changes in that region but also negatively affected arrival and departures in 
Turkey. The recent cancelling of this ban should bring the routings back to what they were 
before the start of the ban (November 2015).  
 
For 2017, the forecast has been revised downwards to 1.4% (±2.0pp) due to the negative 
revision of the economic outlook in Europe. 
 
From 2018 onwards, European flight growth is expected to remain stable at around 2.1% 
per year over the 2018-2022 period. The 2008 peak of 10.2 million flights is forecasted to 
be outnumbered in 2017; a 9-year hiatus (EUROCONTROL, October). 
  

          

Breakdown of all-causes delay per flight Percentage of flights delayed on departure 

Figure 3: Delay statistics (all-causes, airline-reported delay – preliminary data for September 2016). 
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Other Statistics and Forecasts 
 
European traffic continued to be affected by the impact of terrorist attacks although IATA 
reported that there were indications of easing. European scheduled passenger traffic 
(RPK) increased by 3.3% in August 2016 (vs. August 2015). Capacity rose by 5.1% which 
led the passenger load factor to drop 1.6 percentage points to reach 86.6% (IATA, 6 
October). 
 
ACI reported that overall passenger counts at European airports in August 2016 (vs. 
August 2015) were up 2% and were the weakest monthly performance since 2014. This 
slowdown in growth was mainly due to Turkish airports which recorded a 15% fall in 
demand in the aftermath of political tensions. Overall aircraft movements were up 2.4% 
(ACI, 10 October). 
 
In its updated 20-Year Air Passenger Forecast, IATA expects 7.2 billion passengers in 
2035 almost doubling the 3.8 billion projected in 2016 with a 3.7% average annual growth 
rate, although IATA also warns that if the current trend toward trade protectionism was 
strengthened, the average annual growth rate could drop to 2.5%  or 5.8 billion passengers 
in 2035. For Europe, IATA forecasts air passenger numbers to grow 2.5% on average each 
year to reach 1.5 billion in 2035 (IATA, 18 October). 
 
 
  

 

Figure 4: Flight forecast detail for 2016 in Europe (ECAC). 
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Passenger Airlines 

Capacity, costs and jobs 

 
Low-cost easyJet and Ryanair have warned that the weakness of the UK currency against 
the US dollar after the Brexit vote will have a negative impact on the airlines’ full-year 
results. easyJet expects its full-year profit to decrease by 29% whereas Ryanair has 
reduced its full-year profit forecast by 5% (easyJet, 6 October and Ryanair, 8 October). 
 
Ryanair will recruit circa 3,500 staff in 2017, among which 2,000 cabin crew and 1,000 
pilots to support its fleet expansion of 50 new Boeing B737-800 aircraft to be delivered in 
the next 12 months. Ryanair expects its fleet to grow from 355 to plus 500 aircraft in the 
next five years and will hire over 5,000 new people (Ryanair, 4 October). 
 
As part of its restructuring plan (IM187), airberlin is in talks with Etihad Airways and TUI 
Group for the creation of a new European leisure airline focusing on point-to-point flights to 
connect key tourist markets (airberlin, 5 October). 
 
Qatar Airways has placed an order for 30 Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner and 10 777-300ER 
aircraft and signed a letter of intent for up to 60 Boeing 737 MAX 8 aircraft (Qatar Airways, 
8 October).  
 
Start-up Albawings has launched operations from Tirana to 7 destinations in Italy (Ancona, 
Florence, Milan Malpensa, Perugia, Rimini,Treviso and Verona) flying one Boeing 737-500 
aircraft. The airline is in codeshare agreement with Blue Panorama Airlines on routes 
to/from Tirana – Turin, Treviso and Florence) (Albawings, October). 
 
Turkish Airlines has reportedly postponed deliveries of 39 of the Airbus and Boeing narrow-
body aircraft it has on order blaming the impact of terrorist attacks on travel demand. The 
carrier has placed a global order for 92 Airbus A321neo aircraft, 65 Boeing B737 Max 8 
and 10 B737 Max 9 aircraft originally scheduled to be delivered between 2018 and 2022 
(Borsa Istanbul, 7 October). 
 
  

 

Figure 5: Main carriers’ traffic statistics. 

http://www.eurocontrol.int/sites/default/files/publication/files/eurocontrol-industry-monitor-187-update-3110.pdf
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Low-cost Blue Air will set up its first UK base in Liverpool at the start of summer 2017 
schedule using one Boeing B737-800 aircraft to four destinations: Alicante, Hamburg, 
Milan Bergamo and Rome Fiumicino (Blue Air, 3 October). 
 
Monarch has secured its future thanks to a significant investment from its major 
stakeholder which enabled the airline to renew its Air Travel Operator’s License (ATOL) 
until 30 September 2017 and to maintain its order for 30 Boeing B737 MAX 8 aircraft, the 
first unit to be delivered in 2018 (Monarch Airlines, 12 October). 
 
Canary Islands regional airline Binter Canarias has signed an agreement with ATR to buy 
six additional ATR 72-600 aircraft, bringing to 18 the total aircraft order which will serve to 
renew the carrier’s fleet of ATR 72-500 aircraft. It is reported that Binter Canarias is to 
establish a subsidiary in Cape Verde which will operate two of the ATR 72-500 phased out 
aircraft (ATR, 12 October). 
 
Polish LOT has signed a long-term agreement with Air Lease Corporation to lease six new 
Boeing B737 MAX 8 aircraft with deliveries spread between the fourth quarter of 2017 and 
2020. The carrier will use the aircraft to increase frequencies and add new routes in 
Europe and Asia. LOT also placed an option for five new Boeing 737 MAX 8 aircraft to be 
confirmed by early 2017 (Air Lease Corporation, 13 October). 
 
Air Baltic and Icelandair have joined Airlines for Europe (A4E) association launched in 
January 2016 and which now counts 13 members among which Air France KLM, IAG, 
Lufthansa, easyJet, Ryanair, Aegean, Finnair, Jet2.com, Norwegian, TAP airlines and 
Volotea (A4E, October). 
 
Irish regional CityJet will set up a base at London Southend and launch circa 18 new 
routes from the airport from the summer 2017 schedule. CityJet mainly operates from 
London City (CityJet, 27 October). 
 
As part of its restructuring programme, it is reported that Croatia Airlines will stop flying at 
London Heathrow, sell its nine pairs of weekly slots and move to London Gatwick (EX-YU 
aviation news, 27 October). 
 
Lufthansa has completed the phase out of its Boeing B737 aircraft fleet which will be 
replaced with an all-Airbus A320 family fleet for continental flights (Lufthansa Group, 31 
October). 
  

Figure 6: Main carriers’ load factors. 



Industry Monitor. Issue 188. 08/11/2016           Page 7 © EUROCONTROL 2016 

 

 
 
As part of its Trust Together strategy, Air France-KLM Group has unveiled plans for the 
creation of a new long-haul airline to address competition from Gulf carriers and regain the 
offensive in the long-haul market. The new airline currently referred to as Boost will be 
based at Charles De Gaulle, have a lower cost base than Air France’s operations, takeover 
Air France’s most loss-making long-haul destinations, re-open non profitable routes and 
also operate new ones. Boost is meant to operate 10 aircraft by 2020 with Air France crew 
although under a different work agreement and Air France codes, in a two-class 
configuration (Air France-KLM, 3 November). 

Traffic Statistics: September Update 

 
Figure 5 and Figure 6 compare September 2016 figures with September 2015 figures for 
the European carriers. In addition to the number of passengers (PAX), passenger capacity 
is measured in available seat kilometres (ASK), traffic is measured in revenue passenger 
kilometres (RPK) and load factor as a percentage (%).  
 
 

Routes, Alliances, Codeshares 

 
Spanish Air Europa and Turkish Airlines have entered into a code-share agreement 
whereby the latter will place its code on the Madrid-Las Palmas, Ibiza, Palma de Mallorca 
routes and Madrid-Havana, Santo Domingo, Lima long-haul routes operated by Air Europa. 
Air Europa will place its code on the Istanbul-Madrid service operated by Turkish Airlines 
(Turkish Airlines, 3 October). 
 
Low-cost Eurowings has added four more routes (three in Germany and one in 
Switzerland) to be served from its base at Palma de Mallorca when it opens in May 2017 
(IM187) , bringing to 10 the number of destination served from Mallorca (Eurowings, 
October). 
 
Wizz Air will open a new base in Chisinau (Moldova) in March 2017 with one Airbus A320 
and two new routes to Berlin Schönefeld and Barcelona (Wizz Air, 5 October). 
 
  

 

Figure 7: Brent and Kerosene prices. 

http://www.eurocontrol.int/sites/default/files/publication/files/eurocontrol-industry-monitor-187-update-3110.pdf
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Low-cost Volotea will add circa 40 new routes from its nine bases in Europe with the start 
of the summer 2017 schedule. The carrier expects the delivery of six Airbus A319 aircraft 
in the course of 2017 (Volotea, October). 
 
Low-cost WOW air will launch eight transatlantic flights from Brussels to Washington, 
Boston, New York, Miami, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Montreal and Toronto in the 
course of June 2017 (WOW air, October). 
 
Iberia has joined the Europe-Japan joint venture between Japan Airlines, British Airways 
and Finnair, all members of the oneworld alliance and has started operating direct flights 
between Madrid and Tokyo Narita (Iberia, 17 October). 
 

Cargo 

 
Atlas Air has signed a deal with Boeing to convert nine 767 passenger aircraft into Boeing 
Converted Freighters (Boeing, 11 October). 
 
UPS has signed an order for 14 Boeing B747-8 Freighters with an option to purchase an 
additional 14 units. These new aircraft will allow UPS to upsize their network in new and 
existing markets as the B747-8F offers 16% more revenue cargo volume than the B747-
400F aircraft. The 14 aircraft are to be delivered between 2017 and 2020 (UPS, 27 
October). 

 

Airports 
 
The UK government has decided that a new and third runway at Heathrow was the best 
option to boost capacity in the south-east of UK. The next step will be a public consultation 
on the effects of airport expansion before the government makes a final decision in the 
winter 2017-2018. As a result construction of the new runway would not begin before 2020-
2021 and new runway capacity would not be operational before 2025 (UK Department for 
Transport, 25 October). 
 
  

 

Figure 8: Deflated ticket prices in Europe. 



Industry Monitor. Issue 188. 08/11/2016           Page 9 © EUROCONTROL 2016 

 

Five of the busiest airports pairs (total flights in both directions) during the first nine months 
of 2016 (vs. year-ago period) were in Turkey: 
 

 
 
 
Top five airport pairs adding the most flights during the first nine months of 2016 (vs. year- 
ago period): 
 

 
 
 
Top five airports pairs removing the most flights during the first nine months of 2016 (vs. 
year-ago period): 
 

(EUROCONTROL, October) 
 

 
Passenger traffic and aircraft movements during the first nine month of 2016 at top five 
European airports (based on the number of flight departures) compared with the same 
period last year were as follows (growth on January-September 2015): 
 
Airport    Passenger traffic   Commercial aircraft movements  
 
1. Amsterdam Schiphol  48.4 million (+9.1%)   363K (+6.3%)  
2. Paris CDG    50.1 million (- 0.7%)   358K (+0.7%)  
3. London Heathrow   57.3 million (+0.7%)   357K (+0.0%)  
4. Frankfurt   46.7 million (- 1.2%)   353K (- 1.4%)  
5. Istanbul Atatürk   46.0 million (- 1.3%)   344K (+2.5%) 
 
(Airport reports, October) 

  

Rank Departure Airport Arrival Airport Average Daily Movements Growth on 2015 (Jan to Sep)

1 Istanbul Atatürk Izmir 55                                           -7.8%

2 Oslo Trondheim 52                                           2.4%

3 Istanbul Sabiha Gökcen Ankara 51                                           22.1%

4 Istanbul Sabiha Gökcen Izmir 49                                           7.1%

5 Oslo Bergen 48                                           2.9%

6 Paris Orly Toulouse 46                                           2.9%

7 Madrid Barcelona 45                                           -2.1%

8 Oslo Stavanger 44                                           -0.1%

9 Istanbul Sabiha Gökcen Antalya 44                                           3.2%

10 Istanbul Atatürk Antalya 43                                           -11.3%
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Environment 
 
CORSIA (Carbon Offset and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation) has gained 
approval from all ICAO member states on 6 October. The system is meant to complement 
mitigation measures that the air transport industry has already in place to cut CO2 
emissions from international aviation and achieve carbon-neutral growth from 2020 
onwards.  The new measures include technical and operational improvements and 
advances in the production and use of sustainable alternative fuels for aviation. 
Implementation of CORSIA will begin with a voluntary phase between 2021 and 2026 
during which it is expected to offset around 80% of CO2 emissions above 2020 levels; the 
second phase from 2027 to 2035 will be compulsory for all countries with big aviation 
industries (ICAO, 6 October). 
 

Aircraft manufacturing 
 
Embraer forecasts a demand of 6,400 new aircraft in the 70-130+ seat jet segment by 
2035 among which 1,160 aircraft are for Europe. The increasing prevalence of short-haul 
journeys will create a need for 70+ seat turboprops of 480 for Europe, 24% of the global 
demand (Embraer, 12 October). 
 

 

Regulation 

 
UK and Chinese governments have extended their bilateral agreement to more than 
doubling the number of flights allowed to operate between the 2 countries, bringing to 100 
the number of passenger flights in each direction. The restriction for airlines to serve a 
maximum of six destinations in each country has also been lifted. Between 2014 and 2015, 
the number of Chinese visitors to UK has increased by 46% (UK Department for Transport, 
11 October). 
 
The European Commission (EC) probes Brussels Airlines and TAP  Portugal codeshare 
agreement and has raised antitrust concerns over the Brussels-Lisbon route as EC 
believes it restricts competition between the two airlines as regards capacity reduction, 
unlimited rights to sell seats and ticket price alignment. The probe relates to the first three 
years of the airlines’ codeshare agreement signed in 2009 (Europa, 27 October). 
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Oil 

 
Oil prices were at 2016 high and averaged €47 per barrel in October. Converted indices for 
Kerosene and Brent are shown in Figure 7. 
 
In its short-term energy outlook, EIA forecast Brent crude oil prices to average $43 per 
barrel (€39) in 2016, raising its estimate by $1 per barrel compared with its September 
forecast, but lowering its 2017 forecast by $1 per barrel to $51 per barrel (€46) (EIA, 13 
October). 

 

Economy 

 
Euro area economy indicators updates:  
 

 Annual inflation was 0.5% in October 2016 compared with 0% in October 2015;  

 Unemployment rate was 10% in September 2016 compared with 10.6% in 
September 2015;  

 GDP rose by 1.6% during the second quarter of 2016 compared with the same 
quarter of 2015 (EUROSTAT, 30 September & 31 October).  

 

Fares 

 
Ticket prices in Europe decreased by 0.3% in September 2016 vs. September 2015. This 
is above the trend (12-month trailing average) shown in Figure 8 (Eurostat, 16 October). 
 
Note: to eliminate the influence of inflation on euro figures, the ticket price is deflated with a 
price index. The STATFOR deflated ticket prices are estimated in 2015 constant euros. A 
detailed explanation of the mechanism can be found here. 
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http://www.eurocontrol.int/sites/default/files/content/documents/official-documents/industry-monitor/Explanation%20of%20the%20Industry%20Monitor%20graph%20Deflated%20ticket%20prices%20in%20Europe_v1.0.pdf
mailto:statfor.info@eurocontrol.int
http://www.eurocontrol.int/statfor
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