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Forecast disclaimer
High uncertainty due to the Midde East crisis

This updated 7-year traffic forecast is hedged with much higher uncertainty than 
usual given the impact of the rapidly evolving crisis in the Middle East, particularly 
in the Gulf region, on aviation. To prepare it, we have modified our initial analyses 
conducted before the outbreak of hostilities, and factored in as much as possible 
the potential impacts on demand to and from the Middle East hubs, Israel and 
neighbouring countries, as well as some of the rerouting effects. 

However, given that the evolution of the crisis is uncertain, it is impossible to 
capture fully all likely trends. This forecast uses throughout the latest recent GDP 
assumptions from Oxford Economics (early March 2026 release), which integrates 
only a preliminary part of the expected economic impact.



Summary
• This Seven-Year Forecast (Spring 2026) builds on our October 2025 forecast and incorporates the latest observed flight 

trends and route patterns up to early 2026, together with a comprehensive update of all forecast inputs, including as much 
as possible recent geopolitical developments in the Middle East/Gulf region.

• In Europe, 2025 closed +4% vs 2024, reaching 100% of 2019 traffic: 30,263 average daily flights, restoring pre-pandemic 
volumes at 11.05 million flights. The October 2025 forecast turned out to be slightly below the 2025 outturn, mainly due to 
stronger than expected traffic growth in southern and eastern Europe, as well as robust beyond-ECAC* flows. 

• 2026 had been predicted to record growth rates nearing 2025 ones owing to the stronger economic outlook, and positive 
expectations from aircraft operators, particularly low-cost carriers – but following the escalation of the Middle East crisis at 
the end of February, our forecast has been revised downwards. Traffic in the ECAC area is now expected for the year to 
reach around 11.3 million flights, corresponding to +2.7% growth vs 2025 (±1.8pp). This revision reflects increased 
geopolitical uncertainty, weaker demand assumptions, and operational disruptions, all of which are partly offset by 
still-solid underlying traffic momentum.

• The overall forecast is subject to very high and increased uncertainty. Recent events continue to affect adversely the 
global economic environment, with higher oil prices and disrupted traffic flows to Middle East hubs and Israel, resulting in 
many reroutings and other operational disruptions. While some of these effects are included, their full impact remains 
uncertain and difficult to quantify at this stage.

• Over the period 2026-2032, average annual growth is expected to reach around +2.1%, resulting in approximately 12.8 
million flights a year by 2032. This reflects a similar medium-term outlook compared to pre-crisis expectations.

• Users are strongly encouraged to consider the full forecast range (low–base–high), given the exceptionally high 
uncertainty linked to geopolitical risks, macroeconomic volatility, and energy market instability.

* ECAC is the European Civil Aviation Conference



Inputs and Assumptions
The Spring 2026 forecast covers the 2026-2032 horizon. It includes three 
scenarios (covering statistical uncertainties) and incorporates:

Traffic trends up to February 2026
• European traffic has regained 2019 levels, driven by strong leisure demand to Mediterranean destinations, and 

solid intercontinental flows
• However, the network remains highly exposed to geopolitical tensions, with ongoing conflicts continuing to 

disrupt airline plans, affecting airspace availability, and generating additional rerouting requirements across 
several regions.

Updated Economic and Demand Drivers
• March 2026 revision of future economic growth, integrating the short-term impact of the Middle East crisis 

(energy prices, regional demand)
• Revised expectations for future load factors, World population prospect, propensity to fly, sports or other major 

planned events, high-speed rail network developments, low-cost market developments, and airport capacity
• Assumptions of the impact of the newly emerging crisis in the Middle East/Gulf: a strong short-term reduction 

in demand on specific flows.

Routing and Airspace Assumptions
2025 routing patterns are used as the basis for forecasting future overflight activity.​
Technical assumption on routings over the 2026-2032 period:
It is impossible to predict when currently restricted airspaces will be fully reopened. This forecast has therefore been prepared using the 2025 status as a baseline. 
This should not be interpreted as a prediction on the part of EUROCONTROL of any future evolution of these restrictions.

This forecast replaces the Autumn 2025 forecast.



Flight Trends
2025: A slow start, steady recovery but strong finish to reach 100% of 2019.

 2025 Q1 was affected by reduced low-cost capacity and weather-related cancellations
 Recovery accelerated from 2025 Q2 supported by the start of the IATA summer season, and a progressive 

restoration of capacity across the network
 2025 Q4 delivered dynamic growth, marking a strong launch of the winter 2025/2026 schedules
 Full-year 2025 closed at +4% vs 2024, reaching 100% of 2019 traffic levels with an average of 30,263 daily flights, 

restoring pre-pandemic volumes
 The first 2 months of 2026 saw 2.4% growth vs 2025, but severe winter weather caused operational disruptions 

​ 100% of 2019

vs 2024
+4%

2019
(30,371)

2024
(29,055)

2025
(30,263)
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2025 Flight Trends
European traffic growth in 2025, driven primarily by southern and eastern Europe
States – Contribution to flight growth (excluding overflights)
Absolute and % change in daily flights, 2025 compared to 2024

 European traffic growth in 2025 was mainly driven by States in southern and eastern Europe, which accounted 
for the strongest relative increases in daily flights

 Mediterranean and south-eastern States made a disproportionate contribution to European growth, supported by 
robust leisure demand, higher tourism flows and low-cost carrier expansion

 Several large north-western European States still ranked among the top contributors in absolute terms, although 
this mainly reflected their market size rather than faster growth dynamics

 Overall, European growth in 2025 was geographically uneven, with growth momentum concentrated in the 
southern and eastern parts of the network



Traffic flow changes

2025 Flight Trends
Stronger than expected beyond-ECAC growth supports an upward revision, 
but the Middle East crisis is disrupting the outlook

Average daily departure/arrival flights, 2025 compared to 2024 and 2019

Region Average daily 
flights

Intra-Europe 23,305  +3%  -1%

Europe ↔ Middle-East 1,508  +11%  +6%

Europe ↔ North-Africa 1,375  +11%  +34%

Europe ↔ North Atlantic 1,369  +3%  +15%

Europe ↔ Asia/Pacific 969  +13%  +22%

Europe ↔ Other Europe 370  +2%  -64%

Europe ↔ Southern Africa 321  +5%  +3%

Europe ↔ Mid-Atlantic 176  -1%  +1%

Europe ↔ South-Atlantic 206  +7%  +11%

Non Intra-Europe 6,293  +8%  +2%

% 2019% previous 
year

 Beyond-ECAC flows recorded stronger 
and faster growth than foreseen in the 
October 2025 forecast, contributing 
significantly to overall traffic expansion

 Intercontinental flows grew by 8% vs 
2024, with particularly dynamic increases 
in key flows (Europe-Middle East, Europe-
North Africa and Europe-Asia/Pacific)

 This acceleration confirms that long-haul 
and connecting flows are key drivers of 
the current upward momentum - however, 
the ongoing conflict and its impact on the 
Middle East — a major gateway to Africa 
and Asia/Pacific — have 
introduced significant uncertainty into the 
outlook

 Strong beyond-ECAC performance in 2025 
supports an upward revision, but this is 
mitigated by increased volatility



2026 Flight Trends
Middle East Crisis: Traffic since the onset, and how it is reflected in our forecast

Observed traffic trends since the onset of the crisis
 A sharp reduction in arrivals/departures to/from the Middle East & Israel
 Significant reroutings observed, leading to altered traffic patterns across 

affected corridors

How the shock is partially reflected in our Spring 2026 forecast
 The baseline macro uses Oxford Economics' latest assumptions, which 

already integrate a temporary logistical disruption (i.e. through the Strait 
of Hormuz), and treats airport closures as risks rather than the baseline

 We have applied a downward adjustment to arrival/departure flows on 
the key ECAC Middle East/Israel corridors

 However, 2025 route choices remain the basis for assigning 
flows/overflights over the forecast horizon (i.e. impacts on rerouting are 
only partially captured)

Limitations of this forecast
 Not all impacts can be fully captured at this stage, given that the duration 

of hostilities and operational constraints remain highly uncertain
 Because route choices are held to be constant, any temporary airspace 

closures/reopenings since the start of the crisis are not reflected; this 
may under or overstate effects at State level



2025 Overflight Trends
Ongoing conflicts and Unit Rate changes continued to reshape European 
overflight  patterns in 2025

Western Europe: A shift 
in transatlantic flows brought 
more flights and Service Units 
over the UK, Ireland, France, 

Portugal and Spain 

Overflights from Asian carriers 
not subject to geopolitical 

sanctions, flying more southern 
routes through the Baltic States, 
and impacting growth in Finland

South Caucasus and Türkiye: 
A significant increase in flows 
from South-East Asia and the 

Middle East, with strong 
overflight growth over 

Armenia (+99%)

Greece and Cyprus: More 
growth than expected due to 
a strong recovery of traffic to 

Israel

Scandinavia: A shift 
in transatlantic flows more to 
the south-west brought fewer 
flights over Norway, Sweden 

and Denmark

Netherlands and Switzerland:
Fewer overflights following a 

significant increase in Unit 
Rates

Central Europe: An increase 
in Unit Rates in Slovakia and 
Switzerland, and a reduction 
in airspace constraints, led to 

a strong traffic increase in 
Austria

Strong flows from South 
America increased overflights 

in the Canaries

Malta: An increase in 
overflights partly due to 
traffic offloaded from 

neighbouring airspaces

Portugal and Morocco: 
Increased overflights due to 

dynamic flows to the Canaries



2025 En-route Service Unit Trends
Service Unit growth reflects changing overflight routes and continued 
strength in southern and eastern Europe

° The CRCO Region corresponds to the 39 Contracting States of the Multilateral Route Charges System (without Ukraine)

Increased overflight numbers in the 
Baltic States and increased weights 

(plus distance for Estonia) - 
whereas Finland shows the opposite 
pattern, with a marked reduction in 

Service Units

Central Europe: Increased Unit Rates in 
Slovakia and Switzerland, and a 

reduction in airspace constraints, led to 
strong traffic and Service Unit increases 

in Austria and Slovenia (plus an 
increase in weights)

Netherlands
Fewer overflights and 

Service Units shifting to 
Belgium, following a 
significant increase 

in Unit Rates

Morocco: Higher Service 
Units also due to 

increased distances and 
weights from flows to and 

from southern Africa

Hungary: Greater average 
distance flown by 

overflights, bringing additional 
growth in Service Units rather 

than in flights

CRCO Region°
5.8% 



En-route Service Unit Trends
En-route Service Units, largely shaped by flight trends, recorded a 
higher growth rate than flights

 In 2025 total en-route Service Units 
reached 188.7 million, an increase of 
5.8% compared to 2024

 This growth, which exceeded flight 
growth (+4%), can be explained by:

• +2% average distance per flight
• +1% average aircraft weight per 

flight
 Overall, 2025 total en-route Service 

Units accounted for 113% of 2019 
levels

 The slowdown in June 2025 reflects a 
high number of reroutings, as 
tensions with Iran pushed Middle 
Eastern flights westwards, leading to 
a  drop  in flows to/from Israel



Economic Growth Outlook
2026 growth expectations revised up in the Oxford Economics (OE) March 
release, despite uncertainty linked to the Middle East crisis

 The March 2026 OE release shows a slight 
upward revision in 2026 economic growth, 
supporting an upward adjustment of our traffic 
forecast

 This release already incorporates the 
expected impact of the recent Middle East 
crisis, assuming a temporary disruption rather 
than a prolonged escalation

 The OE baseline assumes a moderate 
logistical disruption in oil and gas transport 
through the Strait of Hormuz lasting up to two 
months

 For Europe, the macroeconomic impact is 
expected to be modest, and fully reversed in 
2027

 Airports in the Middle East facing closures or 
severe disruptions are treated as risks rather 
than baseline assumptions, yet still add 
uncertainty to the global outlook



Prices
Moderate inflation in 2025, mild energy-driven pressures expected in 2026 
– a downside risk for air travel demand

 In 2025, all-prices inflation averaged +2.5%, while 
airfares were slightly lower in real terms, supported 
by competitive pricing despite typical seasonal peaks

 Summer 2025 ticket prices were around 3% below 
those of Summer 2024, although airfares remain 9% 
above pre-pandemic levels in nominal terms

 According to OE, the 2026 inflation outlook has been 
revised slightly upwards reflecting higher oil and gas 
prices linked to the Middle East crisis

 These inflationary pressures are expected to be 
temporary and manageable, with limited impact on 
household purchasing power or travel demand

 Jet fuel prices remain a key risk factor, given their 
sensitivity to geopolitical developments*

Price change per month (EU27)

Oil and Fuel Prices in Europe

* This forecast does not include any explicit assumptions regarding possible flight reductions linked to higher jet fuel prices.



Airline Operations in 2025
Airline performance leads the way in Europe

 The Ryanair Group added the largest number of 
flights to the network (47K flights, +4%), followed 
very closely by the Turkish Airlines Group. The 
SAS Group added more than 30K flights, partly 
reflecting operations previously flown by 
Braathens that are now operated in SAS colours 
following a 7-year wet-lease agreement.

 From 2026 onwards, the industry will have to 
cope with heightened geopolitical tensions and 
increased operational disruption risks.

 Revenue and profitability (IATA, expected figures): 
Total industry revenue is expected to exceed USD 1 
trillion, with net profits reaching USD 39.5 billion, 
including USD 13.2 billion in Europe, supported by 
disciplined capacity management and strong load 
factors. This net margin of USD 10.60 per passenger 
(4.8%) puts Europe at the top of the scoreboard.

 2025 marked a year of stabilisation and normalisation 
of the airline landscape with the acquisition of ITA by 
the Lufthansa Airlines Group and AF-KLM’s stated 
intention to reach 60.5% ownership of the SAS Group.

 Load factors reached a new full-year record of 83.6% in 
2025 (+0.1ppt) (Source: IATA).

 Fleet: As anticipated in previous forecasts, ongoing 
aircraft engine issues have continued to impact airlines, 
with the forced grounding of one-third of the A320neo 
family fleet creating operational disruptions and 
capacity shortages. Combined with delays in aircraft 
deliveries, these factors have slowed airlines’ expansion 
plans, and fleet issues are expected to persist into 2026.

 The market share of the 
low-cost segment has 
increased since pre-COVID 
levels, slightly surpassing 
mainline as the largest 
segment. 

 Moldova, Bosnia & 
Herzegovina and Türkiye 
showed the strongest 
growth for this segment 
(at least 50%), 
while Slovakia recorded a 
30% increase in low-cost 
operations.



EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast Update for 
Europe* 2026-2032 (Spring 2026)
Actual and future IFR movements

* Europe = ECAC 44 Member States
Source: 
EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast 2026-2032, Spring 2026



EUROCONTROL Flight Forecast Update for 2026
A downward revision for the ECAC region to +2.7% (±1.8pp)

 2026 growth is now expected at +2.7% 
vs 2025 (±1.8pp), revised downwards 
from pre-crisis expectations

 The downward revision follows the 
escalation of the Middle East crisis in 
late February

 The largest reductions are in previously
higher-growth markets (notably Türkiye
and the eastern Mediterranean)

 The revision is also driven by weaker
demand to the Middle East/Israel, higher
oil prices, and operational disruptions

 Very high and increasing uncertainty
due to geopolitical developments make 
the full impact difficult to quantify

The designations employed do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of EUROCONTROL concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or 
area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Source: 
EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast 2026-2032, Spring 2026



EUROCONTROL Flight Forecast Update for 2027
ECAC +3.1% (±1.5pp for the low-to-high range)

 2027 growth expected at +3.1% vs
2026 (base scenario), reflecting a 
return to stronger growth

 This is an upward revision compared
to the October 2025 forecast

 A rebound is expected following a 
temporary slowdown in 2026, as 
impacts from the Middle East crisis are 
not expected to persist

 A catch-up effect in demand and 
traffic flows is expected, particularly in 
previously affected markets (e.g. 
Türkiye and the eastern 
Mediterranean) 

The designations employed do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of EUROCONTROL concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or 
area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Source: 
EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast 2026-2032, Spring 2026



EUROCONTROL Flight Forecast Update 2026-2032
Average annual growth for 2026-2032: +2.1% (±1.8pp for the low-to-high range)

 Flight growth is expected to average 2.1% 
annually (±1.8pp) between 2026 and 2032, 
representing a slight downward revision from 
the previous forecast 

 Türkiye and neighbouring states show a 
notable reduction in long-term growth, 
reflecting the lingering effects of the Middle 
East crisis on demand, connectivity and 
traffic flows

 The overall growth profile is expected to 
become more homogeneous but less 
dynamic, and uncertainty has increased due 
to geopolitical developments

The designations employed do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of EUROCONTROL concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Source: 

EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast 2026-2032, Spring 2026



EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast Update for 
Europe* 2026-2032 (Spring 2026)
Summary of IFR movements forecast

* ECAC is the European Civil Aviation Conference
** leap year

2019 2020** 2021 2022 2023 2024** 2025 2026 2027 2028** 2029 2030 2031 2032** AAGR
2026-2032

AAGR RP4
2025-2029

High . . . . . . . 11,520 12,045 12,632 13,078 13,564 13,991 14,465 3.9% 4.2%

Base 11,085 4,979 6,231 9,238 10,144 10,634 11,046 11,345 11,698 11,970 12,173 12,396 12,580 12,772 2.1% 2.7%

Low . . . . . . . 11,138 11,316 11,322 11,301 11,288 11,263 11,245 0.3% 1.2%

High . . . . . . . 4.3% 4.6% 4.9% 3.5% 3.7% 3.2% 3.4% 3.9% 4.2%

Base 0.8% -55.1% 25.1% 48.3% 9.8% 4.8% 3.9% 2.7% 3.1% 2.3% 1.7% 1.8% 1.5% 1.5% 2.1% 2.7%

Low . . . . . . . 0.8% 1.6% 0.1% -0.2% -0.1% -0.2% -0.2% 0.3% 1.2%

High . . . . . . . 4.3% 4.6% 4.6% 3.8% 3.7% 3.2% 3.4% 3.9% 4.3%

Base 0.8% -55% 25% 48% 10% 4.5% 4.2% 2.7% 3.1% 2.0% 2.0% 1.8% 1.5% 1.5% 2.1% 2.8%

Low . . . . . . . 0.8% 1.6% -0.2% 0.1% -0.1% -0.2% -0.2% 0.3% 1.3%

High . . . . . . . 104% 109% 114% 118% 122% 126% 130% - -

Base 100% 45% 56% 83% 92% 96% 100% 102% 106% 108% 110% 112% 113% 115% - -

Low . . . . . . . 100% 102% 102% 102% 102% 102% 101% - -

ECAC*

IFR Flight Movements 
(Thousands)

Annual Growth (%)
Compared to previous 
year.

Fraction of 2019 (%)
Compared to 2019 level.

Daily Growth (%)
Compared to previous 
year.
Removing leap year effect.

Source: 
EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast 2026-2032, Spring 2026



EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast Update for the 
CRCO Region° 2026-2032 (Spring 2026)
Actual and future Total en-route Service Units (TSU)

° The CRCO Region corresponds to the 39 Contracting States of the Multilateral Route Charges System (without Ukraine)

Source: 
EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast 2026-2032, Spring 2026



EUROCONTROL TSU Forecast Update for 2026
The CRCO° region is expected to grow by +3.2% (±3.4pp for the low-to-high range)

 In line with the downward revision of flights for 
2026, Total en-route Service Units (TSUs) have 
also been revised downwards (-1pp) compared 
with the Autumn 2025 forecast, mainly due to 
the crisis in the Middle East 

 In 2026, TSUs in the CRCO° region are expected 
to reach 194.8 million in the Base forecast, 
compared with 196.1 million in the Autumn 
2025 forecast

 The strongest growth is expected in Moldova, 
Georgia and Armenia, as well as in certain 
states in the Balkans and Baltic regions

 TSUs are forecast to decline in Cyprus 

 Considerable uncertainty remains due to 
geopolitical risks, traffic volatility, and possible 
route changes

The designations employed do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of EUROCONTROL concerning the legal status 
of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

° The CRCO region corresponds to the 39 Contracting States of the Multilateral Route Charges System (without Ukraine). Source: 
EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast 2026-2032, Spring 2026



EUROCONTROL TSU Forecast Update for 2027
The CRCO° region is forecasted to grow by +3.7% (±1.9pp)

 In 2027,  TSUs are expected to grow by 3.7%, 
0.5 percentage points faster than in 2026, and 
1 percentage point above the Autumn 2025 
forecast

 This upward revision is mainly driven by the 
expected recovery of traffic to and from the 
Middle East, especially in the south-east 
States, with Cyprus and Türkiye leading the 
recovery, followed by States in the Balkans

The designations employed do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of EUROCONTROL concerning the legal status 
of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

° The CRCO region corresponds to the 39 Contracting States of the Multilateral Route Charges System (without Ukraine).

°

Source: 
EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast 2026-2032, Spring 2026



EUROCONTROL TSU Forecast Update 2026-2032
Average annual growth for 2026-2032: +2.6% (±2pp for the low-to-high range)

 By 2032, the south-east States are 
expected, on average, to grow slightly 
faster than the rest of Europe, while growth 
rates in the north-west are generally 
expected to remain below 2%

 Users of the forecast are strongly advised 
to consider the forecast range (low to high) 
as a tool to manage business risks, 
including part of the variability in routes

The designations employed do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of EUROCONTROL concerning the legal status 
of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

° The CRCO region corresponds to the 39 Contracting States of the Multilateral Route Charges System (without Ukraine). Source: 
EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast 2026-2032, Spring 2026



EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast Update for the 
CRCO° Region, 2026-2032 (Spring 2026)
Summary of en-route Service Units forecast

°    CRCO corresponds to the 39 Contracting States of the Multilateral Route Charges System (without Ukraine).
°°   SES-RP3/RP4 corresponds to the 29 States involved in the EU-wide performance target setting for the third period.
*   leap year

2019 2020* 2021 2022 2023 2024* 2025 2026 2027 2028* 2029 2030 2031 2032* AAGR               
2026-2032

AAGR RP4  
2025-2029

High . . . . . . . 201,107 212,289 222,761 231,439 240,874 249,477 258,916 4.6% 5.3%
Base 167,000 70,828 89,680 146,221 166,751 178,358 188,740 194,809 202,038 208,023 212,700 217,641 221,995 226,618 2.6% 3.6%
Low . . . . . . . 188,622 191,991 194,104 195,142 196,105 196,698 197,464 0.6% 1.8%
High . . . . . . . 6.6% 5.6% 4.9% 3.9% 4.1% 3.6% 3.8% 4.6% 5.3%
Base 2.8% -58% 27% 63% 14% 7.0% 5.8% 3.2% 3.7% 3.0% 2.2% 2.3% 2.0% 2.1% 2.6% 3.6%
Low . . . . . . . -0.1% 1.8% 1.1% 0.5% 0.5% 0.3% 0.4% 0.6% 1.8%
High . . . . . . . 6.6% 5.6% 4.6% 4.2% 4.1% 3.6% 3.5% 4.6% 5.4%
Base 2.8% -58% 27% 63% 14% 6.7% 6.1% 3.2% 3.7% 2.7% 2.5% 2.3% 2.0% 1.8% 2.6% 3.6%
Low . . . . . . . -0.1% 1.8% 0.8% 0.8% 0.5% 0.3% 0.1% 0.6% 1.9%
High . . . . . . 120% 127% 133% 139% 144% 149% 155% . .
Base 100% 42% 54% 88% 100% 107% 113% 117% 121% 125% 127% 130% 133% 136% . .
Low . . . . . . 113% 115% 116% 117% 117% 118% 118% . .

Fraction of 2019 (%)
Compared to 2019 level.

CRCO°

En-route Service Units 
(Thousands)

Annual Growth (%)
Compared to previous 
year
Daily Growth (%)
Compared to previous 
year (Removing leap year 
effect).

Source: 
EUROCONTROL 7-Year Forecast 2026-2032, Spring 2026



Natural disasters, wars, terrorist attacks, bans by one State on another, cybersecurity threats, etc. 
all could have a dampening effect on growth if they materialise.
Cancellations due to strikes as well as shortage of staff at airports and airlines also pose downside 
risks.

An increased need for airspace by the military. 

Additional risks not included in the forecast

Changing inflation and increased uncertainty linked to existing or new conflicts are key downside 
risks. A prolonged period of geopolitical tensions could weigh more heavily on the global economy. 
While alternative economic scenarios are considered, further macroeconomic deterioration and airline 
reactions to higher oil and jet fuel prices – currently not included – could significantly impact traffic.

Future airspace and network changes (such as unexpected closures or reopenings and new routes), 
as well as airlines altering their route choices, are partially accounted for in this forecast. 
Specifically, we have considered a reduction in arrivals and departures to the Middle East, and some 
reroutings due to airspace closures. However, the duration of the crisis remains uncertain, making it 
challenging to accurately predict future developments. This forecast is therefore based on the 2025 
situation as a reference, and should not be interpreted as a EUROCONTROL prediction of how 
hostilities will evolve.

Further environmental pressures: societal pressures on aviation for environmental reasons continue 
to pose a downside risk to traffic growth.



For further info, please contact the EUROCONTROL forecasting team at statfor.info@eurocontrol.int

A presentation of the geographical definitions used in this 
forecast can be found in:
Annex – Traffic Region Definitions

A detailed forecast per State can be found in:
Annex – Detailed Traffic Forecast

Useful links
Explore detailed definitions and data supporting this forecast

mailto:statfor.info@eurocontrol.int
https://www.eurocontrol.int/sites/default/files/2026-03/eurocontrol-seven-year-forecast-2026-2032-region-definition.pdf
https://www.eurocontrol.int/sites/default/files/2026-03/eurocontrol-seven-year-forecast-2026-2032-region-definition.pdf
https://www.eurocontrol.int/sites/default/files/2026-03/eurocontrol-seven-year-forecast-2026-2032-region-definition.pdf
https://www.eurocontrol.int/sites/default/files/2026-03/eurocontrol-forecast-2026-2032-traffic-table-march26.xlsx
https://www.eurocontrol.int/sites/default/files/2026-03/eurocontrol-forecast-2026-2032-traffic-table-march26.xlsx
https://www.eurocontrol.int/sites/default/files/2026-03/eurocontrol-forecast-2026-2032-traffic-table-march26.xlsx
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To further assist you in your analysis, EUROCONTROL 
provides the following additional information:

1. EUROCONTROL STATFOR Interactive Dashboard 
www.eurocontrol.int/dashboard/statfor-interactive-dashboard
The STATFOR interactive dashboard (SID) is a unique source of statistics 
on flights in Europe. Thanks to its segmented approach, users benefit from a 
customisable and flexible interface; early access to statistics – updated and 
made available in the first week of each month; a wide coverage of statistics; 
and synchronisation with other STATFOR products.

2. EUROCONTROL Daily Traffic Variation Dashboard
www.eurocontrol.int/Economics/ 
This dashboard provides traffic for Day+1 for all European States; for the 
largest airports; for each Area Control Centre (ACC); and for the largest 
airline operators.

3. Download the EUROCONTROL Data Mobile App 
Android Play Store Apple App Store
This App has been developed to provide the general public as well as 
decision-makers with high-level and up-to-date daily data instantly to 
manage their business.

Google Play Apple Store

http://www.eurocontrol.int/Economics/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dcom.performancereviewunit.eurocontroldata%26hl%3Den%26pli%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Cclaire.leleu%40eurocontrol.int%7Cd62faba7fc924a0c804308de0b0dd783%7C76f33c2059794408adf78b3c4be95e52%7C0%7C0%7C638960351243364421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sa2oeaKQM6FoVt2UlgNGUaroSdCGhS6rxXxM3qh0bYw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.apple.com%2Fus%2Fapp%2Feurocontrol-data%2Fid6467232405&data=05%7C02%7Cclaire.leleu%40eurocontrol.int%7Cd62faba7fc924a0c804308de0b0dd783%7C76f33c2059794408adf78b3c4be95e52%7C0%7C0%7C638960351243325320%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=noxJqlkY9RCa7shCIWb7ordysdCIcfrT5OmPyoaQMxw%3D&reserved=0
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