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THE EU DRONE STRATEGY 2.0
The EU Drone Strategy 2.0 was adopted on the 29 November 2022

The EU Drone Strategy 2.0 aims to provide a coherent policy framework to facilitate the market 
development of drones and eVTOLs. 

It will cater for the needs of different business models, point to dedicated funding opportunities 
such as the EIB, support dual use technology development, announce new initiatives in the field 
of security and environment, as well as competency and skills development aspects.

Two main areas of action:

• to build the Union market for drone services

•  to strengthen the Union's industrial capabilities and synergies.
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• Adopt rules for the design and operations of vertiports 
under the scope of EASA Basic Regulation.

Flagship action 5

• Develop balanced economic and financial requirements 
for licensing of drone operators

Flagship action 6

• Fund the creation of an online platform to support a 
sustainable IAM implementation by authorities, 
communities, municipalities, industry and stakeholders.

Flagship action 7

• Adopt new training and competences requirements for 
remote pilots and pilots of VTOL aircraft.

Flagship action 8

• Adopt amendments to the Standardised European 
Rules of the Air and the Air Traffic Management/Air 
Navigation Services Regulation to safely integrate drone 
and piloted eVTOL operations,

Flagship action 1

• Continue to promote coordinated research on 
integrated Communication, Navigation and Surveillance 
technologies to ensure the convergence between ATM 
and U-space environments

Flagship action 2

• Adopt new European standard scenarios for low to 
medium risk aerial operations

Flagship action 3

• Adopt rules for the ‘certified’ category of drone 
operations and the operational requirements 
applicable to manned VTOL-capable aircraft.

Flagship action 4
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• Intends to set up an EU network on civil-defence drone testing 
centres to facilitate exchanges between civilian and defence 
sectors.

Flagship action 14

•  Align certification requirements for civil and military 
applications towards those set by EASA while considering military 
specificities and existing military certification standards

Flagship action 15

• Adopt new standard scenarios for civil operations that could 
facilitate corresponding military use cases.

Flagship action 16

• Adopt a counter-drone (C-UAS) package

Flagship action 17

• Adopt an amendment to the aviation security rules aiming to 
ensure that aviation authorities and airports increase their 
resilience when faced with the risks posed by drones.

Flagship action 18

• The Commission intends to define criteria for a voluntary 
“European Trusted Drone” label.

Flagship action 19

• Intends to continue to provide funding for R&I on drones 
and their integration into the airspace under the Horizon 
Europe programme and the European Defence Fund.

Flagship action 9

• The Commission intends to set up a coordinated series of 
calls under the existing EU instruments and EIB loans to 
support a new flagship project on ‘drone technologies’.

Flagship action 10

• Consider possible amendments to the existing 
financing/funding framework to ensure a consistent 
approach in support of dual-use research and innovation to 
improve synergies between civil and defence instruments.

Flagship action 11

• Intends to develop a Strategic Drone Technology Roadmap 
in order to identify priority areas to boost research and 
innovation, reduce existing strategic dependencies and avoid 
the emergence of new ones.

Flagship action 12

• Intends to coordinate with other relevant EU actors a 
common approach with the aim of providing sufficient radio 
frequencies spectrum for drone operations.

Flagship action 13



Thank you

Questions



ANNEX A (1 OF 2)
Horizon Europe – Pillar II – Global challenges & EU Industrial competitiveness 

To boost key technologies and solutions underpinning EU policies & Sustainable Development Goals (6 clusters and JRC). Activities 
are expected to achieve  up to TRL 7 by the end of the project. Different clusters can address U-space, UAM and drone technology 
topics: 
• Civil Security for Society (cluster 3), Digital, Industry & Space cluster (cluster 4)
• Climate, Energy & Mobility (cluster 5) and Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture & Environment (cluster 6)

Horizon Europe – Pillar III – Innovative Europe

European Innovation Council

EIC Pathfinder: Taking forward breakthrough deep tech projects with a high degree of scientific and technological ambition and 
risk (TRL 1-4). Who can apply? Consortia of different independent legal entities established in different countries. 

EIC transition: Validate technologies and develop business plans for specific applications (TRL 3-6), following up on results 
generated by EIC Pathfinder projects. Who can apply? Single applicants (SMEs, spin-offs, start-ups, research organisations, 
universities) or small consortia. 

EIC Accelerator : Develop and scaleup innovations with the potential to create new markets or disrupt existing ones (TRL 5-9). 
Who can apply? start-ups and SMEs and individuals intending to launch a SME and small mid-caps. Accelerator open: in any field 
of technology or application and Accelerator Challenges: for projects that match pre-defined topics.



ANNEX A (2 OF 2)
InvestEU Fund
Guarantees and advisory services supported under InvestEU fund and allocated to the EIB group (EIB and EIF) to finance SMEs targeting 
investments in sustainable transport including telematic application systems (U-space, SESAR), UAM as well as future technologies and 
research and innovation in dual-use in areas of strategic importance . Who can apply? SMEs (including start-ups and mid-caps)

European Defence Fund (EDF)
The EDF supports companies across Member States develop competitive and collaborative defence projects that will 
deliver innovative and interoperable defence technologies and equipment. It offers support and advice to participants throughout the 
entire cycle of research and development.

The EDF is implemented through annual work programmes (EDF Call for Proposals 2024 ) that will support projects in critical defence 
domains, including drone technologies.  Who can apply? Applying for funding requires the creation of a consortium consisting of at 
least three Member States or associated countries (currently only Norway).

European Defence Innovation Scheme (EUDIS), enabled by EDF,  is designed support measures to help European innovative companies 
bring their ideas to defence end-users. Who can apply? European entrepreneur, start-up, SME or mature innovator, interested in the 
defence sector. It includes:

Defence Equity Facility to improve access to finance by investing together with the EIF up to EUR 500 million in VC/PE funds. For 
funds investing in EU companies, with dual use potential. Both seed/series A stages can be supported.

Spin-in  calls. To migrate the innovation from civil to defence & expand business portfolio by taking up on results from EU funded 
civil R&D projects. 

https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/document/download/77afc5d2-30b2-4f3f-917c-2c4368eb18e3_en?filename=EDF%202024%20Call%20Topic%20Descriptions.pdf

