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Road to recovery – what flights are still missing compared to
2019 traffic levels?
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Traffic has this year bounced back, despite the initial setback of Omicron, and the profound shock caused by Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 and the unfolding economic and energy crisis in Europe. By the start of summer
2022, traffic across the network, and within Europe, had recovered to around 80-90% of 2019 levels, and has remained in
this band ever since – representing a huge advance on previous years. But where exactly are the missing 10+%?
The analysis in this data snapshot compares summer (Jun-Sep) 2022 to the same period in 2019 for flights arriving at or
departing from the European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC) Member States. In summer 2022, 81.8% of the analysed
flights operated within the ECAC area and 18.2% were services to or from the ECAC area.
Compared to summer 2019, there was still a traffic gap of 13.1% in 2022 which corresponds to 4,476 fewer daily flights in
the network. Some 8.1% of the observed gap were due to fewer flights within the ECAC area with the remaining 5% due to
fewer traffic to and from the ECAC area.
Domestic flights within each of the ECAC states accounted for -2.9% of the reduced flights versus summer 2019 of which
Germany was the largest contributor (-0.94%). The reduction of international traffic within the ECAC area was
accountable for 5.1% of the gap compared to 2019 with Germany, the UK and Ukraine being the main contributors.
The direct impact of the war in Ukraine and the subsequent airspace closures are also visible from the reduced traffic
to/from Russia and Belarus which accounted for some 2.8% of the observed 13% gap between summer 2022 and 2019 – a
figure over three times higher than the loss of flights to Asia/Pacific and China, where restrictions have been in place longer.
Technical Bits:
The analysis is based on flights departing from or arriving at European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC) member states (44 States including
41 EUROCONTROL States). The geographical definitions used for the analysis are available for download from STATFOR.
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