


 

EUROCONTROL NM Monthly Network Operations Report - Overview – December 2021   TLP: WHITE   2 

1. SUMMARY 

Traffic in December was at 77.9% of December 2019 levels. In December, the network traffic was below the baseline of the latest 
EUROCONTROL traffic scenarios published on 15 October 2021.  
 
On average, the network saw 20,028 flights/day. The peak day was 17 December (24,029 flights) with traffic at 91.4% of 2019 
levels. Week 50 (from 13 to 19 December) was the busiest of the month with an average of 21,216 flights per day.  
  
Ryanair remained the busiest carrier in December with on average 2,025 flights/day and was at its 2019 traffic level, followed by 
Turkish Airlines (1,016 flights/day), easyJet (984 flights/day) and Lufthansa (857 flights/day).  
 
The busiest airport was Amsterdam/Schiphol (1,011 flights/day) followed by Paris/Charles de Gaulle (956 flights/day), IGA Istanbul 
(908 flights/day) and Frankfurt/Main (902 flights/day). 
   
There were a total of 271,203 minutes of ATFM delayi in December. The flow measures were mainly in Reims, Warsaw and 
Karlsruhe ACCs.  
En-route delays accounted for 60.5% these ATFM delays and airports for 39.5%. 
 
Network departure punctuality decreased around 75% and arrival punctuality decreased around 78%. With fewer airspace 
constraints, the network excess fuel burn indicator remained low compared to 2019. 
 
For 2021 overall, traffic was at -44% of 2019 levels and ATFM delays at -88%.  

2. TRAFFIC EVOLUTION 

 
Tightened travel restrictions to fight the Omicron wave constrained flight activity in December and therefore traffic was below 
the baseline of the latest EUROCONTROL traffic scenarios published on 15 October 2021. Traffic recovered to around 80% of 2019 
levels in the second half of December holiday period. Air traffic throughout Europe was 22.1% down in December 2021 compared 
to December 2019.  
 
The charter segment surged to an increase of 27.5% in December 2021 compared to December 2019. All-Cargo posted its most 
significant increase of the year and grew 18.4% whereas business aviation increased by 14.0% on December 2019. On the other 
hand, while still negative, the traditional scheduled and low-cost segments recorded an improved decrease of -30.6% and -25.5% 
respectively in December 2021 (vs. December 2019). 
 

 
 
There were 620,858 flights in December 2021, a 22.1% reduction compared to December 2019. 
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Friday 17 December was the busiest day of the month with 24,029 flights. 
The largest traffic reduction (compared to the same operational day of 2019) was -36.7% on 11 December.   

 
Morocco, Austria and Czech Republic were the most impacted countries in terms of traffic reduction compared to 2019 due to 
new travel bans and COVID restrictions. 
The United Kingdom (3,355 flights/day), Germany (3,340 flights/day) and Spain (3,143 flights/day) recorded the highest traffic 
levels in the network.  
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Amsterdam/Schiphol was again the busiest airport with, on average, 1,011 flights per day followed by Paris/Charles de Gaulle 
(956), IGA Istanbul (908) and Frankfurt/Main (902). 
 
The increase at Berlin/Brandenburg airport was mainly due to the closure of Berlin/Tegel airport and the transfer of operations 
to Berlin/Brandenburg airport.  
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Ryanair was by far the busiest operator with, on 
average, 2,025 movements per day, followed by 
Turkish Airlines (1,016), easyJet (984) and Lufthansa 
(857). 
 
Wideroe, DHL, Volotea, Loganair, Netjets and 
Sunexpress had increased traffic in December 
compared to December 2019. 
 
Ryanair group was the busiest aircraft operator group 
with a total of 62,782 flights, which was almost the 
same level as 2019 (-0.1%). 
 
Compared to November 2021, Ryanair group total 
flights remained stable, Air France/KLM increased by 
3.0%, IAG group increased by 8.4%, easyJet group 
increased by 32.4% and Lufthansa group decreased by 
6.1%. 
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December 2021 Air Operator Network Traffic
compared to the same period in 2019
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2021 traffic was 44% below compared to 2019 levels. August 
was the busiest month with 24,635 flights per day (-29.4%).  

 
Ryanair was the first air operator group, followed by Lufthansa 
group, Air France/KLM, IAG Airlines and easyJet.  

3. PUNCTUALITY 

 

 

Departure punctuality decreased to under 75% with increasing ATFM delays. Arrival punctuality varied around 78%. 
Early indications show that airline and reactionary delays led to lower Week 51 On-Time-Performance. 
  
*This view of operational punctuality can be tracked in near real-time by aircraft operator and airport level in the NORTI Dashboard.  
 The Central Office for Delay Analysis CODA reports provide further detailed analysis of airline reported delay reasons.  
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2021 | Network Arrival punctuality and ATFM delays 
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https://www.eurocontrol.int/dashboard/network-operations-real-time-indicators
https://www.eurocontrol.int/publication/all-causes-delay-air-transport-europe-july-2021
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4. OPERATIONS 

The EUROCONTROL Network Manager continued monitoring the operational situation and held weekly Ad-hoc Coordination 
meetings to share network status. 
 
There were a total of 271,203 minutes of ATFM delay. 
 
En-route delays accounted for 60.5% of these ATFM delays and airports 39.5%.  
 
EUROCONTROL NM provided a consolidated view of relevant NOTAMs on the NOP Portal and issued weekly versions of the 
Rolling Seasonal Plan. This focuses on the next six weeks plan and on managing the execution and implementation of the five year 
NOP.  

 

 

 
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS AND ISSUES 
 
Events 

• 4 Flight ATM system trials in Marseille ACC on 08 December generated 2,273 minutes of ATFM delay; 
 
Operational 

• Snow removal issues at Frankfurt/Main airport on 04 December generated 3,703 minutes of ATFM delay; 
• Volcanic activity in Canarias ACC generated a total of 4,227 minutes of ATFM delay throughout the month; 
• Interruption in the electrical supply for Athens and Makedonia ACCs on 16 December generated 3,720 minutes of ATFM 

delay; 
• Communication system failure in Bremen ACC on 20 and 21 December generated 9,639 minutes of ATFM delay. 
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YEARLY RESULTS 

 
 

 
 

 
Total ATFM delay was at – 88% of 2019 levels.   

 

5. FUEL BURN 

 
The Network Fuel Efficiency study  introduced the Excess Fuel Burn indicator.  During the COVID period, with fewer flights and airspace 
restrictions, the network is relatively more fuel efficient than the 2019 period when the indicator was over 9%. The indicator has 
fluctuated during 2021 due to the changing mix of routes flown at low traffic levels. It remained at or below 4% during December. 
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