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1. SUMMARY 

Traffic in February was down by -66.1% compared to February 2019. It was above the scenario of -72% published by 
EUROCONTROL in January 2021. 
On average the network saw 8,955 flights/day. The peak day was 26 February (10,978 flights) with traffic at -62.4% of 2019 levels.  
Fridays were the busiest throughout February with an average of 10,688 flights.  
  
Turkish Airlines was the busiest carrier in February with 596 flights/day, followed by Air France with 372 flights/day and Wideroe with 
262 flights/day.  
   
There was an excellent level of cooperation between all operational partners. There were some network flow protective measures in 
February that generated 24,110 minutes of ATFM delay. The measures were mainly applied at Amsterdam/Schiphol airport due to 
snow. 
  
Since March 2019, the EUROCONTROL Network Manager has maintained the Monthly Overview Network Operations Report, but has 
suspended the detailed Analysis Report. NM will not report indicators on ATFM delay per flight until traffic recovers. 
 

2. TRAFFIC EVOLUTION 
On 28 January 2021, EUROCONTROL published revised Traffic Scenarios taking into account the latest available information. 
 
COVID-19 continued to affect network traffic throughout the month. February traffic was -66.1% (compared to February 2019), 
above the -72% estimate of the revised EUROCONTROL scenarios.  
 
Over February, some aircraft operators increased their capacity compared to February 2020; these included SAS, Lufthansa and 
Canarias Airline.  
 
All-cargo growth surged to 11.3% in February 2021 (vs. February 2019) and was the only segment consistently growing. Charter 
improved to -4.9% whereas business aviation went down -27.2% (vs. 2019). The traditional and low-cost segments remained 
severely depressed due to reinstated travel restrictions from the end of January and were down -71.6% and -87.1% respectively (vs. 
2019). 
 

 
 
There were 250,734 flights in February 2021 – 66.1% fewer than in February 2019.  EUROCONTROL NM estimates that around 
495,000 flights did not operate in February. 
 
 
 

https://www.eurocontrol.int/traffic-scenario/new-eurocontrol-traffic-scenarios-factor-latest-covid-impacts-european-aviation
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The largest traffic reduction (compared to the same operational day of 2019) was 69.9% on 07 February 2021 with 7,512 flights. 
Friday 06 February was the busiest traffic day with 10,978 flights.  

 
France (1,462 flights/day), Germany (1,402 flights/day) and Turkey (1,122 flights/day) recorded the highest traffic levels in the 
network. These levels are well below 2019 levels. 

 

72
73

13
87

9

16
93

1

15
84

0

13
79

7

10
30

1

10
35

5

92
41

89
55

0

5000

10000

15000

JU
N

JU
L

AU
G

SE
P

O
CT

N
O

V

DE
C

JA
N

FE
B

Last 9 months average daily traffic

8955

26412

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

30000

CURRENT MONTHSAME MONTH 2019

AV
ER

AG
E 

DA
IL

Y 
TR

AF
FI

C

Month-to-date Network Traffic
% traffic difference comparing January 2021 vs 2019

91
35

83
41 89
94 96
49 10

55
6

70
77

75
12 84

64

78
09 89

96 95
92 10

62
9

77
02

82
23 91

70

80
55 90

70

96
43 10

59
0

76
94 85

69 94
58

85
28 95

59

10
12

1

10
97

8

77
90 88

30

0
2000
4000
6000
8000

10000
12000
14000
16000
18000
20000

01
-0

2-
20

21

02
-0

2-
20

21

03
-0

2-
20

21

04
-0

2-
20

21

05
-0

2-
20

21

06
-0

2-
20

21

07
-0

2-
20

21

08
-0

2-
20

21

09
-0

2-
20

21

10
-0

2-
20

21

11
-0

2-
20

21

12
-0

2-
20

21

13
-0

2-
20

21

14
-0

2-
20

21

15
-0

2-
20

21

16
-0

2-
20

21

17
-0

2-
20

21

18
-0

2-
20

21

19
-0

2-
20

21

20
-0

2-
20

21

21
-0

2-
20

21

22
-0

2-
20

21

23
-0

2-
20

21

24
-0

2-
20

21

25
-0

2-
20

21

26
-0

2-
20

21

27
-0

2-
20

21

28
-0

2-
20

21

Daily Network Traffic Evolution

-8
3.

3%
-8

2.
6%

-8
2.

4%
-7

9.
7%

-7
9.

0%
-7

8.
4%

-7
7.

6%
-7

7.
3%

-7
6.

8%
-7

6.
2%

-7
5.

5%
-7

5.
2%

-7
4.

6%
-7

4.
0%

-7
3.

2%
-7

2.
8%

-7
2.

7%
-7

1.
4%

-7
0.

2%
-6

9.
4%

-6
9.

0%
-6

8.
7%

-6
8.

1%
-6

8.
1%

-6
5.

5%
-6

4.
1%

-6
2.

4%
-6

1.
9%

-6
1.

0%
-5

9.
3%

-5
8.

5%
-5

7.
9%

-5
7.

9%
-5

6.
8%

-5
5.

9%
-5

5.
1%

-5
2.

5%
-5

1.
6%

-5
0.

0%
-4

8.
9%

-4
1.

7% -2
7.

5%

87
1

14
7

12
2 40 83 19
6

19
8

22
0 70 69
5 26 26
8

15
2

96
2 99 36
2

14
02 34 45 19 26 47

6 23 36 15
5 14 53 19
2

14
62 32

9 78 72 16 57 25
0

17
8 76 65
0 21

11
22 35 33

-140%

-120%

-100%

-80%

-60%

-40%

-20%

0%

U
N

IT
ED

 K
IN

GD
O

M
DE

N
M

AR
K

IR
EL

AN
D

LA
TV

IA
IS

RA
EL

AU
ST

RI
A

PO
RT

U
GA

L
PO

LA
N

D
HU

N
GA

RY
IT

AL
Y

GE
O

RG
IA

SW
ED

EN
FI

N
LA

N
D

SP
AI

N
CZ

EC
H 

RE
PU

BL
IC

SW
IT

ZE
RL

AN
D

GE
RM

AN
Y

M
AL

TA
LI

TH
U

AN
IA

M
O

LD
O

VA
, R

EP
UB

LI
C 

O
F

SL
O

VE
N

IA
N

ET
HE

RL
AN

DS
SL

O
VA

KI
A

ES
TO

N
IA

RO
M

AN
IA

M
O

N
TE

N
EG

RO
CY

PR
U

S
M

O
RO

CC
O

FR
AN

CE
BE

LG
IU

M
LU

XE
M

BO
U

RG
BU

LG
AR

IA
BO

SN
IA

 A
N

D 
HE

RZ
EG

O
VI

N
A

CR
O

AT
IA

GR
EE

CE
U

KR
AI

N
E

SE
RB

IA
N

O
RW

AY
N

O
RT

H 
M

AC
ED

O
N

IA
TU

RK
EY

AL
BA

N
IA

KO
SO

VO

AV
G

 D
AI

LY
 F

LI
G

HT
S

February 2021 country level traffic
compared to the same period in 2019



 

EUROCONTROL NM Monthly Network Operations Report - Overview – February 2021   TLP: WHITE   4 

 
 

 

 
Paris/Charles de Gaulle was the busiest airport with an average of 439 movements per day followed by Frankfurt/Main (398) and 
Amsterdam/Schiphol (395). 
 
Traffic increase at Liege airport was due to more Cargo traffic. 
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Turkish Airlines was the busiest operator with, on 
average, 596 movements per day, followed by Air 
France (372), Wideroe (262) and Pegasus (257). 
 
DHL was the only airline with a traffic increase in 
February (+5.4%). 
 
Air France/KLM was the busiest aircraft operator group 
with a total of 17,722 flights, which was a decrease of 
66.3% compared to 2019. 
 
Compared to January 2021, Air France/KLM total flights 
decreased from 23,949 flights to 17,722 flights (-
35.1%),  IAG Airlines decreased by -22.4%, Lufthansa 
group decreased by –28.9%, Easyjet group decreased 
by -21.9% and Ryanair group decreased by -60.4%. 
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February 2021 Air Operator Network Traffic
compared to the same period in 2019

-66.3%

-81.7%
-86.4% -90.7% -92.1%

17722 10674 11488 3832 4217

-100.0%
-90.0%
-80.0%
-70.0%
-60.0%
-50.0%
-40.0%
-30.0%
-20.0%
-10.0%

0.0%

AIR FRANCE-
KLM

IAG AIRLINES LUFTHANSA
GROUP

EASYJET
GROUP

RYANAIR
GROUP

compared to the same period in 2019
Air Operator Group Traffic - February 2021

9241 8955

-63.7% -66.1%

0
1000
2000
3000
4000
5000
6000
7000
8000
9000

10000

JAN FEB

AV
G

 D
AI

LY
 T

RA
FF

IC

Air Operator Group | Monthly Network Traffic

AIR FRANCE-KLM EASYJET GROUP IAG AIRLINES LUFTHANSA GROUP RYANAIR GROUP OTHERS

compared to the same period in 2019



 

EUROCONTROL NM Monthly Network Operations Report - Overview – February 2021   TLP: WHITE   6 

3. OPERATIONS 
The EUROCONTROL Network Manager continued monitoring the operational situation and held weekly Ad-hoc Coordination 
meetings to share network status. 
 
Most planned events and training were cancelled.  There were some protective measures in February and 24,110 minutes of ATFM 
delay. 
 
En-route delays accounted for 31.9% of these ATFM delays and airports 68.1%.  
 
The measures were mainly applied at Amsterdam/Schiphol airport due to snow.  
 
EUROCONTROL NM provided a consolidated view of relevant NOTAMs on the NOP Portal and issued weekly versions of the 
Rolling Seasonal Plan. This focusses on the next six weeks plan and on managing the execution and implementation of the five year 
NOP. 

 
Again, there was an excellent level of cooperation between all operational partners. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  

ATFM DELAY AND ATTRIBUTIONS 
 

 Snow at Amsterdam/Schiphol airport on 07 and 08 February generated a total of 11,385 minutes of ATFM delay; 
 ATC capacity issues in Marseille TMA throughout the month generated 3,967 minutes of ATFM delay; 
 Fog and snow at Leipzig/Halle airport generated 1,335 minutes of ATFM delay; 
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