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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
This document describes the specific common understanding endorsed by the 
participants of the ADQ Regulators Working Group (ARWG) concerning the 
harmonised application of the provisions of Commission Regulation (EU) 73/2010 
related with Metadata. 
  
2. COMMON UNDERSTANDING 

1. The specific metadata items that shall be included with the transfer of 
each data set shall be defined in the formal arrangements established 
between the relevant parties. 

2. Should the minimum metadata items as agreed in the formal arrangement 
be unavailable, the party providing the data needs to assess and decide if 
the data can still be provided. 

3. If the party providing the data decides to provide, the missing metadata 
items should be clearly indicated in the associated metadata. 

4. Data without the required metadata, as defined in the formal arrangement, 
should have the missing metadata items provided at the earliest 
opportunity. 

 
3. RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. For practical aspects concerning the encoding of metadata, the parties 
should make use of the Aeronautical Information (AI) Metadata Profile 
(under development). 

 

4. JUSTIFICATION 

This Common Understanding builds on the opinion that the ADQ Regulation defines 
which metadata items shall be specified (as part of the data set specification) and 
how they shall be exchanged (through the data exchange format) between the 
regulated parties. However, there are neither any specific requirements that define 
which specific metadata items shall be exchanged during each data transfer, nor how 
much detail or volume of metadata should be forwarded.  
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Nevertheless, considering that this interpretation may well serve most of the 
intermediate data exchange points (e.g. Aerodrome to AIS) along the aeronautical 
information chain, there is some concern to protect the position of the next intended 
user and to ensure that those receive a data set together with those metadata items 
that may be deemed necessary for the intended use.  
 
Because the ADQ Regulation provisions for formal arrangements do not cover the 
distribution of data to the next intended user, the Member State should define 
mechanisms to reinforce the responsibility of the aeronautical information service 
provider to ensure that it supplies data to the next intended user including the 
relevant metadata items adequate to support the intended use of the data set. 
 
During the ADQ AIXM workshop held at EUROCONTROL on 10 December 2013, it 
was recognised that it serves no purpose to include all metadata items described in 
Annex I, Part C during each and every data transfer. It was also recognised that 
through the use of AIXM 5.1 most of the “important” (minimum) metadata items are 
already embedded in AIXM 5.1. The technical details for the encoding and transfer of 
metadata are described in the Aeronautical Information (AI) Metadata Profile (under 
development). 

 
5. LEGAL TEXT 
The requirements for Metadata provided in the ADQ Regulation may be summarised 
as follows: 
 

 Description of the metadata information in the common data set specification 
should be based on the ISO 19115:2003 standard [Annex I, Part A, item 1(h)]; 

 Data set specification for the IAIP, aerodrome mapping and electronic 
obstacle data shall include the metadata items listed in Annex I, Part C 
[Annex I, Part A, item 1(i)]; 

 Electronic terrain data set shall include the metadata items listed in Annex I, 
Part C [Annex I, Part B, item (b)]; 

 Metadata for IAIP, aerodrome mapping and electronic obstacle data shall be 
provided in accordance with the features, attributes, and associations of the 
data set specification: the mapping rules shall be documented [Annex II, Part 
A, item 1(bullet 5)]; 

 Metadata for electronic terrain data shall be provided in a format compliant 
with the ISO 19139:2007 standard [Annex II, Part B, item 1]; 

 Specific Metadata provision requirements shall be addressed in the formal 
arrangements [Annex IV, Part C, item (j)]. 

 


