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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
This document describes the specific common understanding endorsed by the 
participants of the ADQ Regulators Working Group (ARWG) concerning the 
harmonised application of the provisions of Commission Regulation (EU) 73/2010 
related to the electronic data exchange. 
  
2. COMMON UNDERSTANDING 

1. All regulated parties shall transfer data between themselves by direct 
electronic connection. 

2. Data transferred by direct electronic connection means a specific 
configuration where the data exchanged in a standardised format is 
automatically ingested into the recipient system without any manual 
interaction with the data itself (this shall avoid error prone copy/paste 
actions or the retyping of data). 

3. The data will be transferred by direct electronic network connection. 

4. In the case where no direct electronic network connection is available, it is 
acceptable to use email if the following conditions are met: 

� Data shall be provided in an attached file that is in line with the 
requirements of point 2 above; 

� Reception of the data shall be confirmed to the supplier. 

5. In any of the cases referred to in points 3 and 4 above, the requirements 
of Article 9 and Annex VI of Commission Regulation (EU) 73/2010 shall 
apply1. 

6. Data suppliers exchanging data within the confines of an ANSP is not 
considered as a data exchange activity between separate ANSPs. 
Therefore Article 5(2) is not applicable. Transmission of data to the AISP 
shall, nevertheless, be done without prejudice of all the other points in this 
Common Understanding. 

7. If either the supplier or the recipient is not an ANSP, the standardized 
format used to exchange data shall be agreed between both parties, 
without any pre-defined requirement. 

8. In any of the cases referred to in the points above, the data shall be 
provided in accordance with the data set specifications described in 
Annex I of the Commission Regulation (EU) 73/2010.  

 
3. RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Recognizing that electronic storage devices (e.g. USB sticks, CD-
ROMs…) are not considered as “direct electronic connection” those may 
still, during a transitional period, serve as a means to supply electronic 
data that is formatted in accordance with the principles of the points in 
Section 2. However, the ultimate requirement is to implement a direct 
electronic connection as stated under item 2.2. 

                                                
1 For protection against loss or alteration of data (Annex VI, item 1) see ARWG Common Understanding 
02/2013 Provisions of the Commission Regulation (EU) 73/2010 for Data Protection 
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2. For the implementation of the data protection measures as referred to in 
points 2.5 above, parties should follow the industry best practices, notably 
the recommended standards from EUROCAE ED-762. 

 

4. JUSTIFICATION 

It is recognised that a significant amount of paper-based, manual activity still takes 
place within the aeronautical data chain, which leads to significant opportunities for 
the introduction of errors and the degradation of data quality. 
 
Furthermore, in order to enable safe, seamless and efficient operation of the EATMN, 
it is recognised that it is not enough to rely only on the aeronautical information 
service provider systems but that also the constituents and procedures that are used 
by suppliers of data (including the originators) need to be interoperable with the AISP 
ones. 
 
To address these issues the ADQ Regulation (Regulation 73/2010), building on the 
requirements from the interoperability Regulation (Regulation 552/2004), establishes 
that aeronautical data and aeronautical information shall be provided progressively in 
an electronic form, based on a commonly agreed and standardised data set. 
 
This way the ADQ Regulation tries to achieve a twofold objective: provides 
requirements to ensure and protect the quality of the aeronautical data and 
aeronautical information and establishes the mechanisms to ensure the 
interoperability of the systems used all across the aeronautical data chain. 
 
To achieve these objectives the use of direct electronic connections, a common data 
set specification and common exchange formats are paramount. 
 
However, even if ideally these requirements should eventually be applicable to all 
parties within the scope of the ADQ Regulation, it is also recognised that the 
implementation of its provisions should take into account the individual capabilities 
and levels of involvement within the data chain of these parties. Building on this, the 
present Common Understanding recognises that in the case where the data 
originator is organisationally within the same ANSP as the AISP it should not be 
obliged to follow the data exchange format as required in Article 5(2) and Annex II of 
the Regulation (see Figure 1).  
 

 
Figure 1 Data Exchange Formats 

 
 
                                                
2 ED-76 is currently being reviewed by EUROCAE WG 44 
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5. LEGAL TEXT 
 
The ADQ provisions related with electronic data exchange may be summarised as 
follows (text of the referenced Annexes were omitted but were considered in the 
conclusions): 
 
Article 3(15): ‘direct electronic connection’ means a digital connection between 
computer systems such that data may be transferred between them without manual 
interaction; 
 
Article 4: The parties referred to in Article 2(2) shall provide aeronautical data and 
aeronautical information in accordance with the data set specifications described in 
Annex I. 
 
Article 5(1): The parties referred to in Article 2(2) shall ensure that the aeronautical 
data and aeronautical information referred to in the second subparagraph of Article 
2(1) are transferred between themselves by direct electronic connection. 
 
Article 5(2): Air navigation service providers shall ensure that the aeronautical data 
and aeronautical information referred to in the second subparagraph of Article 2(1) 
are transferred between themselves in accordance with the data exchange format 
requirements laid down in Annex II. 
 
Article 9: The parties referred to in Article 2(2) shall ensure that aeronautical data and 
aeronautical information are protected in accordance with the requirements laid down 
in Annex VI. 
 
 


