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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
This document describes the subject specific common understanding endorsed by the participants 
of the ADQ Regulators Working Group (ARWG) concerning the harmonised application of the 
provisions of Commission Regulation (EU) 73/2010 related with the scope of Article 6(1). 
  
2. COMMON UNDERSTANDING 

1. The scope of Article 6(1) of the Regulation is currently limited to the scope of the data 
included in ICAO Annex 15, Appendix 7 and other relevant ICAO SARPs. 

2. A process shall be established to address known deficiencies (and identify potential 
new ones) of the data quality requirements published in Appendix 7 of the ICAO Annex 
15 and in other relevant ICAO SARPs, notably to support future concepts of operation. 

3. The scope of the aeronautical data and aeronautical information referenced in the 
second sub-paragraph of Article 2(1) of the Regulation shall apply to the remaining 
provisions of the Regulation. 

 
3. RECOMMENDATIONS 

NIL 

 
4. JUSTIFICATION 
 
Article 6(1) of the Regulation requires that the “Member State shall ensure that air navigation 
service providers comply with the data quality requirements laid down in Annex IV, Part A.” Annex 
IV, Part A complements the Article by defining the data that is within the scope of the Article, the 
provisions for the establishment and development of new or updated data quality requirements and 
the aspects that shall be covered by these requirements. 
 
For the purpose of the development of the EUROCONTROL Specification for Data Quality 
Requirements (DQR) the editors of the Specification proposed an interpretation of Article 6(1) and 
Annex IV, Part A whereby requirements for accuracy, resolution and integrity should be defined for 
each data item within the scope of aeronautical data and aeronautical information referred to in the 
second sub-paragraph of Article 2(1) of Commission Regulation (EU) 73/2010. 
 
This interpretation was challenged by several stakeholders based on the concerns that it would put 
a higher pressure on a large number of parties without any justified safety improvement. 
EUROCONTROL therefore initiated a review of the original intention of Article 6(1). At the same 
time, on 9 October 2012 the UK DGCA submitted a letter to the EC requesting clarification of the 
scope of the Regulation. The matter was also discussed during ARWG Meeting #04, following a 
presentation from the Head of the EUROCONTROL SES Unit on the dialogue between 
EUROCONTROL and the EC, concerning the interpretation of the Regulation provisions. During 
ARWG #4 discussions, the meeting agreed that once the response from the EC arrived it should 
be used to draft an ARWG common understanding on the scope of the Regulation and on the 
scope of Article 6(1). 
 
The response from the EC (dated 14 December 2012) recognised that “certain provisions, 
particularly the accuracy and resolution aspects of data quality, do indeed apply to a 'sub-set' of 
the data in scope. This sub-set may then be subject to further development based on safety 
assessments to support future concepts of operations.” 
 
Based on the interpretation of Article 6(1) implicit in the letter from the EC it was recognised that 
quantifiable data quality requirements for accuracy, resolution and integrity apply only to a sub-set 
of data items, namely to the ones where they are relevant and fully justified by safety 
considerations. These considerations shall firstly recognise that the ICAO requirements of Annex 
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15, Appendix 7 are considered to provide a sufficient baseline for current data quality requirements 
and secondly, include mechanisms to address known deficiencies, notably to support future 
concepts of operations. 
 
However, in the same letter, the European Commission also concluded “that the other 
interoperability and performance provisions apply to the full scope of data as referred to in Article 
2(1) of the ADQ IR.” 
 
5. LEGAL TEXT 
 
Recital 3 of the Regulation recognises that “[…] ICAO requirements are considered to provide a 
sufficient baseline for current data quality requirements but there are known deficiencies that 
should be addressed, notably to support future applications. 
 
The second sub-paragraph of Article 2(1) of Commission Regulation (EU) 73/2010 includes in the 
scope of the Regulation “[…] the following aeronautical data and aeronautical information: 
 

(a) the integrated aeronautical information package as defined in Article 3(7) made 
available by Member States, with the exception of aeronautical information circulars; 
(b) electronic obstacle data, or elements thereof, where made available by Member States; 
(c) electronic terrain data, or elements thereof, where made available by Member States; 
(d) aerodrome mapping data, where made available by Member States.” 
 

Article 6(1) of Commission Regulation (EU) 73/2010 requires that the “Member State shall ensure 
that air navigation service providers comply with the data quality requirements laid down in Annex 
IV, Part A.”  
 


