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European flights increased by 2.3% in March
2018 compared with March 2017. The
slowdown was partly due to industrial action
and adverse weather conditions throughout the
month. For the first quarter of 2018 the flight
growth rate of 3.4% was just below the baseline
forecast.
Boeing delivered 178 aircraft during the first
quarter of 2018 and surpassed Airbus which
recorded 120 aircraft deliveries.
Oil prices surged to €57 per barrel, their
strongest April in three years. Brent crude
prices averaged €54 per barrel for the first
quarter of 2018 compared with €52 per barrel in
2017Q1.
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Figure 1: Monthly European Traffic and Forecast (based on the 7-year forecast Feb 2018).

EUROCONTROL Statistics and Forecasts
European flights (ECAC – European Civil Aviation Conference area) increased by 2.3% in
March 2018 compared with March 2017. The slowdown was partly due to industrial action
and adverse weather conditions throughout the month (Figure 1). For the first quarter of
2018 the flight growth rate of 3.4% was just below the baseline forecast.
The traditional scheduled segment remained the main driver of growth with 457 extra
flights (including overflights) per day and posted an increase of 3.2%. The low-cost
segment went from a 1.1% growth rate in February to 2.9% growth in March and added
217 flights (including overflights) per day. Since the beginning of this year, the charter
segment continued to have the fastest growth and jumped to a 22% increase (145 extra
daily flights, including overflights) owing partly to the recovery of flights between Germany
and Egypt and between Ukraine and Egypt. The all-cargo and business aviation segments
both declined and were down -2.1% and -1.7% respectively.
The aircraft operators which added the most flights to the network on a daily basis in March
2018 were Turkish Airlines (+153 flights/day), easyJet UK (+107 flights/day), Ryanair (+89
flights/day), Wizz Air (+80 flights/day) and Vueling (+70 flights/day).

Main contributors to traffic in Europe in March 2018
Nine states added more than 50 flights per day to the European local (excluding
overflights) traffic growth. Spain was by far the strongest contributor with 218 extra daily
flights owing to its flows to and from Germany (+44 flights/day) and Italy (+30 flights/day);
the state’s international arrival and departure flow was up 9.4%. Turkey was second and
added 197 daily flights (when it recorded 157 fewer flights per day in March 2017) due to a
dynamic internal flow (+79 flights/day) but also to its flows to/from Germany (+20
flights/day), to and from the Middle-East (+18 flights/day) and to and from the Russian
Federation (+17 flights/day). Poland was the third contributor with 100 extra daily flights
owing to its flows to and from Ukraine and to and from Israel (+10 flights/day for each flow)
but also to its robust flow to/from North Western Europe (+30 flights/day) (Figure 2).

Industry Monitor. Issue 202. 26/04/2018
Document Confidentiality Classification: White

Page 2

© EUROCONTROL 2018

Figure 2: Main changes to traffic on the European network in March 2018.

At the other end of the scale, the United Kingdom which was impacted by severe winter
conditions in early March recorded 117 fewer flights and saw its internal flow decrease by
6.7% (-70 flights/day). Norway saw 111 fewer flights due to its weak internal flow (-111
flights/day) which went down 13%.
The top five extra-European partners with ECAC (for average daily flights on flows in both
directions) were the United States with 868 flights (+5%), the Russian Federation with 681
flights (+13%), the United Arab Emirates with 344 flights (+3%), Morocco with 336 flights
(+20%) and Israel with 315 flights (+26%) (EUROCONTROL, April).

All-causes airline delays in March 2018
Based on data from airlines for delays from all causes, the average departure delay per
flight in March 2018 (vs. March 2017) increased by 5 minutes to 14.2 minutes and was at
its highest level for the last five years. Other weather and ATFM weather combined
increased to 1.2 minutes per flight, with higher shares of weather delay being observed
notably during the first rotation hours. This in turn drove reactionary delay for airlines
increasing to 6.6 minutes per flight in comparison to 3.8 minutes in March 2017 (Figure 3).
The percentage of delayed flights on departure (>=5 minutes) was 48.6% in March 2018,
an increase of 12.5 percentage points on March 2017. Istanbul-Ataturk, Amsterdam
Schiphol, London Heathrow, Geneva and Lisbon airports suffered from weather delays
mainly low visibility. Amsterdam Schiphol was heavily affected on 16 March. French ATC
industrial action occurred from 21 March to 23 March with disruption occurring at Marseille,
Brest and Bordeaux ACC’s. Staffing issues also caused en-route delays at Karlsruhe and
Maastricht ACC’s (EUROCONTROL, April).
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Breakdown of all-causes delay per flight

Figure 3: Delay statistics (all-causes, airline reported delay – March 2018).

Other Statistics and Forecasts
IATA reported that European scheduled passenger traffic increased by 6.8% in February
2018 (vs. February 2017). Capacity was up 5% and passenger load factors hit 82.2%, a
1.1 percentage point increase on the same months last year (IATA, 5 April).
ACI reported that overall passenger counts at European airports saw an increase of 6.5%
in February 2018 (vs. February 2016). Total aircraft movements were up by 3% on
February 2017 (ACI, 13 April).

Passenger airlines
Traffic Statistics: First quarter 2018
Figure 4 and Figure 5 compare 2018Q1 figures with 2017Q1 figures for most of the main
European carriers. In addition to the number of passengers (PAX), passenger capacity is
measured in available seat kilometers (ASK), traffic is measured in revenue passenger
kilometers (RPK) and load factor as a percentage (%).

Industry Monitor. Issue 202. 26/04/2018
Document Confidentiality Classification: White

Page 4

© EUROCONTROL 2018

2018Q1 vs 2017Q1

Figure 4: Main carriers’ traffic statistics.

Capacity, costs and jobs
Austrian start-up LaudaMotion (former NIKI) is set to end its commercial partnership with
Condor (IM201) on 30 April as it agreed to sell an initial 24.9% stake to Ryanair which will
acquire up to 75% share if EU competition approval is granted. Ryanair will wet-lease 6
aircraft to LaudaMotion for the summer schedule to bring the latter’s fleet to 21 aircraft and
operate 65 routes from 9 bases in Austria, Germany and Switzerland (Ryanair, 20, 28
March).
It is reported that Ryanair will close its base in Chania (Crete), cut domestic flights in
Greece and will transfer two aircraft to Germany where the carrier is expanding its
services, effective 1 June. (Chania Post, 11 April).
SAS has placed an order for 50 additional Airbus A320neo aircraft ( plus
five options) to be delivered between 2019 and 2023 by which time the airline will fly a
single-type, short- and medium-haul fleet of 80 A320neo aircraft. (SAS, 10 April).
easyJet UK has reportedly transferred half of its 130 UK-registered Airbus A319/320
aircraft to easyJet Europe based in Vienna (with an Austrian registration). The process
started in October last year and will be completed in spring 2018. easyJet has secured an
EU air operator’s certificate last year in anticipation of the UK’s exit from the EU on 29
March 2019 (ATW, 29 March).
easyJet (UK) has extended its “Worldwide by easyJet” booking platform to connect to other
airlines’ long-haul flights through six new airports: Berlin Tegel, Venice, Amsterdam, Paris
CDG , Paris Orly and Edinburgh and one additional airline: Thomas Cook Airlines. easyJet
launched its new concept in September last year with London Gatwick and Milan Malpensa
airports and airlines such as Norwegian, Westjet, Loganair, La Compagnie and Corsair
(easyJet, 27 March).
Aegean Airlines has placed a firm order for 30 Airbus A320neo family aircraft (plus 12
options). This agreement is part of the carrier’s fleet expansion and renewal programme
which will take place between 2020 and 2025. Aegean currently operates a fleet of 46
Airbus A320 family aircraft and 12 turboprops (Aegean, 28 March).
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2017Q1

2018Q1

Figure 5: Main carriers’ load factors.

IAG has acquired a 4.6% stake in Norwegian Air Shuttle. IAG said that this minority
investment was intended to establish a position from which to initiate discussions with
Norwegian, including the possibility of a full offer for the airline although no such discussion
has so far taken place (IAG & Norwegian, 12 April).
Startup SkyUp Airlines (Ukraine) due to start charter operations in April has signed a firm
order for five Boeing B737 MAX aircraft (plus 5 options) to be delivered in 2023. The airline
will start charter operations from five Ukraine cities to several international holiday
destinations. In addition, the airline also plans to serve scheduled domestic flights (SkyUp
& Boeing, 20 March).
Thomas Cook Airlines Balearics based at Palma de Mallorca has been granted an Air
Operator’s Certificate (AOC) and will start operations in the summer with a fleet of five
Airbus A320 aircraft and will initially take over short- and medium-haul flights from Condor
(the Group’s German subsidiary) to replace third-party aircraft leases (Thomas Cook
Group Airlines, 21 March).
Ryanair has extended its partnership with Air Europa on connecting flights from 15
European cities via Madrid to 16 long-haul destinations in North, Central and South
America. Ryanair is in talk with other long-haul airlines regarding potential feed and
connecting flight partnerships. When launched in May 2017, Ryanair-Air Europa
partnership was limited to booking Air Europa’s long-haul flights from Madrid (Ryanair, 22
March).
Aeroflot and Egyptair have resumed flights between Moscow and Cairo on 11-12 April after
three years of suspension in the wake of the attack of a Russian charter in the Sinai
peninsula in October 2015 (Egyptair & Aeroflot, April).
It is reported that Ryanair and Air Malta have concluded an agreement allowing
passengers to book Air Malta flights on Ryanair’s website, effective this summer (Times of
Malta, 19 March).
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Figure 6: Busiest airports during 2018Q1.

Air France has been facing a wave of strikes by its pilots, cabin crew and ground staff
since February (2, 22) continuing in March (23, 30) and April (3, 7, 10-11, 17-18, 23-24).
The strikes come after a dispute over salary increases and resulted in the carrier cancelling
circa 30% of its flight schedule on each strike day. Negotiations with staff unions have not
yet led to a mutual agreement (Air France, March & April).
Lufthansa has cancelled 800 flights (50% of its daily schedule) on 10 April after public
sector airport staff went on strike at Frankfurt, Munich, Cologne Bonn and Bremen airports.
The strike is part of a dispute of pay rise in the German public sector (Lufthansa, 9 April).

Routes, Alliances, Codeshares
As a result of Ryanair’s purchase of a 24.9% stake in LaudaMotion (former NIKI), the
carrier will now launch 60 new routes as part of its summer schedule from its nine bases
split in three countries: Austria (13 routes), Germany (39 routes) and Switzerland (10
routes) (Ryanair, 13 & 16 April).
Ryanair will start operations in Ukraine in October with the launch of 10 routes from Kiev to
Barcelona, Bratislava, Gdansk, Krakow, London Stansted, Poznan, Stockholm, Vilnius,
Warsaw and Wroclaw along with five routes from Lviv to Dusseldorf, Krakow, London
Southend, Memmingen and Warsaw (Ryanair, 23 March).
easyJet UK has opened a new base in Bordeaux, its sixth base in France – its largest
market in Europe. Three Airbus A320 aircraft will be based at Bordeaux and 9 new routes
will be launched to Bastia, Catania, Faro, Heraklion, Rhodes, Ibiza, Luxembourg, London
Southend and Israel (Aéroport de Bordeaux, 30 March).
Air Malta will launch 15 new routes with the start of the summer schedule and will lease
one Airbus A320neo to meet its network expansion and bring its fleet to 10 aircraft. The
carrier will resume flights to Casablanca, Malaga and Lisbon and launch new routes
including Cagliari, Comiso, Kiev, Lourdes-Tarbes, St Petersburg, Venice, Frankfurt,
Manchester and London Southend. It will also operate three intra-European services
between Catania-London Southend, Catania-Vienna and Cagliari-London Southend (Air
Malta, 17 April).
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Figure 7: Brent and kerosene prices.
Brussels Airlines has added 26 new routes to its summer schedule. This network
significant growth is the result of the airline’s cooperation with tour operators Thomas
Cook, Pegase and Neckermann for holiday destinations in Bulgaria, Cabo Verde, Croatia,
Cyprus, Egypt, Macedonia, Greece, Montenegro, Morocco, Portugal and Spain (Brussels
Airlines, 20 March).
SWISS and Etihad Airways have entered into a codeshare agreement whereby the latter
will have its code between Geneva and Zurich, two airports served from Abu Dhabi while
SWISS will place its code between Zurich and Abu Dhabi (SWISS, 21 March).
Low-cost Flydubai expands its European network with the addition of five new routes from
Dubai to Dubrovnik, Krakow, Catania, Thessaloniki and Helsinki bringing to 27 the number
of destinations the carrier serves in Europe (Flydubai, 10 & 22 April).
Low-cost long-haul LEVEL will launch 4 new routes from Paris Orly to Montreal, Newark,
Guadeloupe and Martinique from July onwards (IAG, 5 April).

Oil
Oil prices surged to €57 per barrel, their strongest April in three years. Brent crude prices
averaged €54 per barrel for the first quarter of 2018 compared with €52 per barrel in
2017Q1. Converted indices for Kerosene and Brent are shown in Figure 7.
EIA estimates that Brent crude oil prices will average €52 ($63) per barrel in both 2018 and
2019 (EIA, 10 April).
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Airports
Amsterdam was the busiest European airport based on the number of IFR movements
during 2018Q1 (vs. 2017Q1) to the detriment of Heathrow which ranked third. Frankfurt
was second owing partly to Ryanair which expanded its operations and launched 34 new
routes from its Frankfurt base. Compared with 2017Q1 Istanbul Atatürk and Frankfurt saw
the biggest increases with 9.3% and 8.3% respectively (Figure 6).
Istanbul New Airport (INA) has completed construction of its first runway (out of three
initially and up to six planned runways). INA reported that 80% of the airport’s initial phase
was now completed. The new airport is due to open on 29 October (IM200) and the
transition from Istanbul Ataturk to INA is expected to take place in 48 hours (30-31
October). When the transition is complete, INA will accommodate 35 takeoffs and landings
per hour while Ataturk will then be used for cargo aircraft and private jets (IGA, March).
Vienna airport has gained approval to build its third runway, 10 years after the project was
first submitted then blocked for environmental reasons although it still remains subject to a
possible appeal by project opponents. Vienna has accommodated 24 million passengers in
2017 and can handle up to 30 million passengers (Vienna Airport, 28 March).
Passenger traffic and commercial aircraft movements at top five European airports (based
on the number of flights) in 2018Q1 (growth on 2017Q1) were as follows:

The top 5 departure airports for traditional scheduled flights in 2018Q1 (growth on 2017Q1)
with main airline share of total departures were as follows:

The top 5 departure airports for low-cost flights in 2018Q1 (growth on 2017Q1) with main
airline share of total departures were as follows:

Industry Monitor. Issue 202. 26/04/2018
Document Confidentiality Classification: White

Page 9

© EUROCONTROL 2018

Figure 8: Deflated ticket prices in Europe.

The top 5 airport pairs for charter (non-scheduled commercial) flights in 2018Q1 (growth on
2017Q1 (average daily flights in both directions):

Fares
Ticket prices in Europe increased by 6%, based on preliminary values, in March 2018 vs.
March 2017. This is above the trend (12-month trailing average) shown in Figure 8,
although prices typically rise in the run-up to Easter (Eurostat, 18 April).

Note: to eliminate the influence of inflation on euro figures, the ticket price is deflated with a
price index. The STATFOR deflated ticket prices are estimated in 2015 constant euros. A
detailed explanation of the mechanism can be found here.
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Regulation
The European Parliament’s Transport Committee has backed a new regulation to protect
European airlines from unfair competition by non-EU airlines including unfair commercial
practices, preferential access to airport services, unfair pricing. The new regulation will
allow the European Commission to investigate damages, or potential damages, resulting
from unfair practices. (Europa, 20 March).
EC published a notice to stakeholders relating to the withdrawal of the United Kingdom and
EU aviation safety rules from 30 March 2019. This means that unless a ratified withdrawal
agreement establishes another date, all EU primary and secondary law will cease to apply
to the UK which will then become a third country (European Commission, 13 April).
The European Court of Justice has ruled that airlines must compensate passengers whose
flights are delayed or cancelled because of wildcat strikes by airline staff. Until now airline
strikes have been considered an extraordinary circumstance exempting airlines from their
obligation to pay compensation. This decision applies to all previous strikes (Curia, 13
April).
The European Commission has opened an in-depth investigation to determine whether
Italian government’s bridge loan to Alitalia constituted illegal state aid. Alitalia filed for
bankruptcy in May 2017 and received €900 million to keep operating until a sale could be
completed (EUROPA, 23 April).

Aircraft Manufacturing
Airbus reported net commercial orders for 45 aircraft (of which 20 A380 aircraft) during
2018Q1 compared with 6 aircraft during the same quarter last year and delivered 120
aircraft (from 136 aircraft in 2017Q1) of which 20 aircraft were meant for European airlines
(Airbus, April).
Boeing recorded 209 net commercial orders during 2018Q1 compared with 145 aircraft
during 2017Q1 and delivered 178 aircraft (from 169 aircraft in 2017Q1) of which 47 aircraft
were destined for the European market (Boeing, April).
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