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Wide Area Multilateration  

– A Surveillance Technique That Is Ready For Use. 
 
Brussels, Belgium – More than 120 civil and military operational, regulatory and 
safety experts, representing Air Navigation Service Providers (ANSP) and 
National Supervisory Authorities (NSA) from all over the world, attended a 
workshop held at the EUROCONTROL Headquarters, Brussels, on 6th and 7th 
October 2009.  The workshop focussed on the efficiency and safety benefits 
that could be gained from the deployment of Wide Area Multilateration (WAM) 
surveillance systems.   
 
The recent development of WAM provides ANSPs with a low cost, high 
performance surveillance layer capable of tracking aircraft in all phases of 
flight, particularly in areas where the deployment of radars is not cost effective. 
This offers the potential for considerable cost savings, whilst at the same time 
improving surveillance coverage. WAM is a cornerstone in the European 
surveillance strategy and will play a major role in meeting the current and 
future surveillance needs of Air Navigation Service Providers.. WAM systems 
are already deployed in many regions around the globe 
 
Jan Berends, Head of the EUROCONTROL Surveillance Unit said “The 
workshop was based upon lessons drawn from the WAM implementation 
experiences of a number of Air Navigation Service Providers, Regulatory 
Authorities and WAM Manufacturers. It addressed all life-cycle phases and 
highlighted the considerations specific to WAM that an ANSP must respect 
when deploying such systems. It also presented the comprehensive range of 
tools and generic documents that are available to support ANSPs in achieving 
operational approval for the use of their WAM system.” 
 
WAM manufacturers ERA (SRA International Inc.), Roke Manor Research Ltd, 
Indra Sistemas S.A, and the Sensis Corporation all contributed to the 
workshop. 
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For more information via the website: www.eurocontrol.int  
 
 

Note to Editors:  
EUROCONTROL, the European Organisation for the Safety of Air Navigation, 
has as its primary objective to develop a seamless, pan-European air traffic 
management (ATM) system that fully copes with the growth in air traffic, while 
maintaining a high level of safety, reducing costs and respecting the 
environment. EUROCONTROL has 38 Member States: Albania, Armenia, 
Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, 
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Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. On 8 
October 2002, the Member States and the European Community signed a 
Protocol on the Accession of the European Community to the revised 
EUROCONTROL Convention. Pending its entry into force after ratification by 
all Parties, certain provisions of the Protocol are already being provisionally 
applied. 

 
 

 


